
stop light in rhythm
One of Marion’s busiest intersec-
tions got a software update this
week which should limit wait times
at red lights. Motorists may have
noticed the longer waits from the
Bellville Street approach to Main
Street since new blacktop was laid
before the holidays. That construc-
tion project took out detectors
woven into the pavement that tell
the stop light when to change.
Keith Todd, spokesperson for the
Kentucky Transportation Cabinet,
said new radar-sensing detectors
were installed and wired up this
week, which should make for more
timely color changes on the stop
light. “These radars detect when a
vehicle pulls up to the light,” Todd
said. “We’ve had some complaints
lately about the wait times from
Bellville Street.” An average of
9,825 vehicles pass through that
intersection each day.

10 Years of rainfall
Here is a look a the last decade

of precipitation totals for Critten-
den County. The area weather
gauge is located between Marion
and Mattoon in the northern quad-
rant of the county. It’s operated by
Western Kentucky University’s Ken-
tucky Mesonet program:
YEAR    INCHES
2020 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .54.01
2019 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .58.20
2018 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .59.84
2017 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .43.34
2016 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .55.95
2015 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .63.25
2014 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .41.39
2013 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .57.34
2012 Total Precip . . . . . . . . .34.69
2011 Total Precip  . . . . . . . . .72.74

•School Board working session
will be held at 5:30 p.m., Thursday,
Jan. 14 at Rocket Arena.
•Marion City Council will meet in

special session at 5 p.m., Thursday,
Jan. 14.
•Crittenden County High School

SBDM will meet at 3:45 p.m., Tues-
day, Jan. 19 in the library.

Delinquent property taxes are
currently being collected at the
Crittenden County
Sheriff’s Depart-
ment. Payment dur-
ing January is
considered late and
taxpayers are penal-
ized five percent.
Tax bills that go unpaid after Jan.
31 are subject to a 21-percent
penalty. 

MLK Day Monday
Monday is the federal Martin

Luther King Jr. holiday. All federal
and state government offices, in-
cluding U.S. Post Offices; Critten-
den County Courthouse and most
other local government agencies;
banks, schools and The Press office
will be closed all day Monday.
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Yep, we’re
kind of like
buggy whips
Almost every week some-

one asks, “How’s the news-
paper business?”
Most of them ask in a tone

similar to the one grand-
mother used when she
spoke of a friend having
cancer – always in a near
whispering, empathetic
voice.
The standard answer to

the query is that the news-
paper business is much like
the buggy whip business. At
one time buggy whips were
a hot item, then came the
automobile. There are still a
good number of buggy whips
sold in the country, but
nowhere near
the volume
moved by re-
tailers during
the 1800s.
So newspa-

pering is in-
deed different.
Every few
weeks there’s
new revelation
about cut-
backs, clos-
ings and
consolidations
in our industry. The
Courier-Journal announced
last week that it’s scuttling
its printing presses and hav-
ing the newspaper printed in
Knoxville. There will be re-
verberations for other news-
papers when the printing
plant closes in Louisville.
The Union County Advocate
and Henderson Gleaner will
be among those looking for a
new place to ink up. Accord-
ing to the Kentucky Press
Association there were 44
newspaper printing facilities
across the commonwealth in
1994. There will be 17 when
the C-J stops in a few
weeks. The Crittenden Press
was printed here on Bellville
Street for decades until we
sold our Goss Community
web press in 2008 and out-
sourced printing to Quality
Web in Elkton, Ky.
Also over the last few

days, a fairly well known
sports reporter from the Pa-
ducah Sun – Ed Marlow who
has roots in Cadiz and fam-
ily in Marion – announced
that he is leaving the news-
paper rather than taking a
pay cut and demotion, ac-
cording to a post he made
on social media.
In 2019 BC (that’s before

COVID) our industry had
lost one in five newspapers
across the country. The
pandemic has ushered in
many more shutterings at
an alarming rate. Staff re-
ductions are putting com-
munity newspapers in a
bind, leaving most of them a
shell of their former selves.
We’re seeing that in nearby
towns like Princeton and
Eddyville. 
One person reportedly

said about his community,
“We don’t know ourselves
anymore” because the news-
paper has stopped putting
local information on its
pages.  
All that said, The Critten-

den Press might have fewer
pages than it did in 1990,
and we admittedly have
fewer subscribers – which
makes it tough to balance
the books. However, our
loyal advertisers help us
keep the news rolling off the
press every week, and just a
few days ago we added to
our staff. Kayla Maxfield has
been freelancing for the
newspaper for a few months.
Going forward, she will be a
more regular contributor.
Does anyone have a buggy
whip she can use to help us
keep this carriage moving?

STAFF REPORT
Cases of COVID-19 are

rising among the most eld-
erly in the community and
that segment of the local
population is anxious for
the vaccine. Testimony to
that was the number of
hopefuls last week who
showed up for Crittenden
County’s first public vaccine
clinic.
The line was long yet sup-

plies limited last Wednesday

as residents age 70 and
above were given an oppor-
tunity to receive a COVID-
19 vaccine at the Crittenden
County Health Department.
The line started forming be-
fore 7:30 a.m., and the
doors opened at 9 a.m. By
that point, more than 60 ve-
hicles were lined up through
the parking lot and onto
nearby Industrial Drive.
All of the available vaccine

in Marion was administered

within about an hour. There
were 100 doses available to
residents here.
The Pennyrile District

Health Department an-
nounced later in the day
that more clinics planned
for late last week and this
week were cancelled in Mar-
ion and other nearby
communities because sup-
plies were exhausted

See VACCINE/page 4
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UPCOMING MEETINGS

Just the Numbers COVID-19
CRITTENDEN COUNTY CASES APRIL THROUGH DECEMBER 2020

                               COVID              GENDER                                   AGE RANGE OF CASES IN COUNTY
Month               Cases      Female     Male       0-19       20-29       30-39   40-49     50-59     60-69   70-79   80+
APRIL                   4             2            2           0            0             0          0            2           1           1        0
MAY                      2              1             1           0            0             0          1            0           0          1        0
JUNE                     3              2            1           0            0             1          0            0           1           1        0
JULY                    18           10           8           3            1             2          1            4           6          1        0
AUGUST             38           20         18          5            0             5         10          6           5          4        1
SEPTEMBER      58          34         24        10           8             6         12         10          5          5        2
OCTOBER        52           22         30          7           10            7          7            9           7          4        1
NOVEMBER     98            59           39          12           14             7          18          24          14          6         2
DECEMBER     141           75           66          21            9             10         14          28          17         26      16
TOTAL            414        225       189       58         42          38       63         83        56       49     22

Age of one diagnosed case in November is unknown. Source Ky. Dept. of Health

STAFF REPORT
Internet service in Crit-

tenden and other nearby
rural communities is far
worse than portrayed in the
testimony of providers, say
local leaders.
“It makes my blood boil,”

said Amanda Davenport, ex-
ecutive director of the Lake
Barkley Partnership, a four-
county economic develop-
ment group that represents
Crittenden and other
nearby areas. She says big
companies are misrepre-
senting the strength of their
internet signal and that’s
creating stumbling blocks

that can hinder further de-
velopment of broadband in
rural areas like this one.
Fixing it will take time,

she warns. “This will be a

long-term project that we
will just have to chip away a
little at a time.”
County judge-executives

from Crittenden, Livingston,
Lyon and Caldwell counties
met at Marion last Thursday
with federal government of-
ficials, including Hilda Legg,
the USDA Kentucky director
for rural development, and
James Wilson, USDA’s field
representative for utilities
services.
The four counties are join-

ing forces to explore ways
and means to improve the 

See SIGNAL/page 8
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About Town

The Last Mile
The “Last Mile” is a term
regularly used in the digital
telecommunications industry
that refers to connecting indi-
vidual homes and businesses
to the internet. It’s a phrase
you will likely be hearing
more about in the coming
months as community leaders
work to improve service here.

’Net Boosting
Communities initiate regional concept
to improve broadband to rural areas

County judges from the area were among community and state leaders who met last week in
Marion to further advance a plan to improve broadband access to rural areas. Pictured are
from left, judges Perry Newcom, Crittenden; Larry Curling, Caldwell and Wade White, Lyon.

Community’s elderly show no signs of
vaccine apprehension, supplies limited

The line of
vehicles is
apparent
behind
deputy Ray
Agent and
Police
Chief Ray
O’Neal,
who were
helping
control traf-
fic at last
week’s vac-
cine clinic.
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Kids can receive free books

 

Hunt 
Harold Hunt, 89, of 

Marion, died Jan. 8, 
2021 at St. Vincent Hos-
pital in Evansville.   He 
was a
U n i t e d 
S t a t e s 
Army vet-
eran and 
member of 
Emmanuel
B a p t i s t 
Church. 

Surviving 
are a son, 
Alan Ray 
(Stacy) Hunt of 
Marion; a 
daughter, Mari-
lyn K. (Eddie) 
Belt of Marion; 
five grandchil-
dren, Eddie Lee Belt, 
Adena (Dennis) Lewis, 
Tashena (Shane) Hill, 
Shanna (David) West and 
Wes (Cara) Hunt; and 
eight great-grandchil-
dren, Layla Winn, Alana 
Winn, Lilly Lewis, Kobe 
Lewis, Sadie Hill, Liam 
Hill, Elee Belt and Eli 
Belt. 

He was preceded in 
death by his wife, Bessie 
Hunt; his parents, 
Delmer and Erna Hunt; 
and four brothers. 

Services were Monday, 
Jan. 11 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial in 
Mapleview Cemetery.   

 
 Hodge 

Donald “Bruce” Hodge, 
93, of Hobart, Ind., died 
Tuesday, Dec. 22, 2020. 
He was born on July 31, 
1927 in Fredonia to the 
late Asel and Mary (nee 
Vinson) Hodge. On Aug. 
4, 1950, he married 
Luetta Matthews in Ho-
bart. He loved his Ken-
tucky farm and spoke of 
it often.   He enjoyed re-
sale shops, tools, tree 
cutting and fixing 
things. He will be remem-
bered as a simple, sweet, 
and honest family man 
with a dry sense of 
humor.  He had a quick 
wit and loved to laugh. 
Above all, he loved his 
children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren. 

Surviving are two sons, 
Donald W. (Jane) Hodge 
of Muscatine, Iowa and 
Cliff (Betsy) Hodge of 
Moscow Mills, Mo; three 
daughters, Sandra L. 
(Ray) Love of Strongsville, 
Ohio, Carolyn (Rod) 
Warren of Hobart and 
Peggy (Mike) Carns of 
Valparaiso; 10 grandchil-
dren; and 16 great-
grandchildren. 

He was preceded in 
death by his beloved wife 
of 70 years, Luetta “Lu” 
Hodge; brothers, Randell, 
Willie, Vinson, Roy, Ra-
wels, Wilber, Asel, Ha-
rold; and sisters, Mary Jo 
Corey, Mildred Matthews. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to the First 
Baptist Church of New 
Chicago, 401 Huber 
Blvd, Hobart, IN 46342. 

Services were held Sat-
urday, Dec. 26, 2020 
with Pastor Jerry Stepp 
officiating at Rees Fu-
neral Home, Hobart 
Chapel, 600 West Old 
Ridge Road, Hobart.  

Paid Obituary 
  Brown 

Iva L. Brown, 97, of 
Marion, died Wednesday, 
Jan. 6, 2021 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehab.   She was a 
member of Freedom Gen-
eral Baptist 
Church. 

Surviving 
are three 
s o n s , 
B o b b y 
( S u e ) 
Brown of 
A d i r o n -
dack, NY, 
Fred (Min-
nie Lou) Brown and 
Ricky (Linda) Brown, 
both of Marion; a daugh-
ter, Barbara Floyd of 
Marion; six grandchil-
dren, Kara Phillips, Mi-
chael Brown, Philip 
Brown, April Dunning, 
Amy Brown and Cody 
Brown; and several great-
grandchildren. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Eugene Brown; parents, 

Vernon and Ailene Hunt; 
son-in-law, David Floyd; 
one brother; and three 
sisters. 

Services were Sunday, 
Jan. 10 at Gilbert Fu-
neral Home with burial  
in Mapleview Cemetery.   

Memorial contributions 
may be made to Freedom 
Cemetery, Pleasant Hill 
Cemetery or Mapleview 
Cemetery. 

  Kirk 
Janet Geneva Baldwin 

Kirk, 82, of Murray, 
formerly of Crittenden 
C o u n t y , 
died Sat-
urday, Jan. 
9, 2021 at 
B a p t i s t 
Health Pa-
d u c a h .  
She was a 
r e t i r e d 
Human Re-
s o u r c e s 
Specialist and was bap-
tized into the United 
Methodist Church. 

Surviving are a daugh-
ter, Barbara Freeman of 
Murray; three sons, Scott 
(Linda) Campbell of Ri-
neyville, Brian (Lisa) 
Campbell of Princeton, 
and Claude Kelley Kirk of 
Ft. Worth, Texas; a sister, 
Geri (Daniel) Jones of Ed-
wardsville, Ill.; three 
brothers, Kenneth Bald-
win, Jr., of Jerseyville, Ill, 
John (Valera) Baldwin of 
Bethalto, Ill., and Robert 
(Marlene) Campbell of 
Marion, Ill.; six grand-
children, Joseph 
(Myunghwa) Campbell, 
Michael Croft, Jace 
Campbell, Andrew Free-
man, Anna Campbell and 
Christopher (Lindsey) 
Klein; four great-grand-
children, Brianna Croft, 
Tessa Klein, Taben Klein 
and Yena Campbell; and 
several nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her first hus-
band, Joseph Campbell; 
her parents, Kenneth 
Baldwin, Sr. and Frances 
Halle Kelley Baldwin; a 
son, Michael Campbell; a 
grandson, Charles Free-
man; and a sister, Lena 
Guse. 

Celebration of life serv-
ices will be held at a later 
date.   Lakeland Funeral 
Home of Eddyville is in 
charge of arrangements. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to: Life 
House Center, 602 Pop-
lar St., Murray, KY   
42071. 

 Martin 
Opal L. Martin, 92, of 

Valparaiso, Ill., formerly 
of Hobart, died Wednes-
day, Jan. 6, 2021. She 
was born March 15, 
1928, in Crittenden 
County to the late Gus 
and Grace (Asbridge) 
Crouch. 

Throughout her life, 
Martin was lovingly re-
ferred to as "Johnny" by 
her childhood friends 
and family in Kentucky. 
Opal attended Frances 
High School and made 
her career as a sales-
woman in the shoe de-
partment at Goldblatt's 

in Gary and Merrillville 
for over 30 years. She 
was a member of Em-
manuel Baptist Church 
in South Haven, and en-
joyed crocheting, travel-
ing to the Smoky 
Mountains and spending 
winters in Florida with 
her husband. 

On July 21, 1945, she 
married Billy W. Martin, 
who preceded her in 
death in 2017. She is 
survived by their son, 
Dennis (KiKi) Martin of 
Valparaiso; three grand-
sons, Todd (Brandy) Mar-
tin, Kyle (Kristyn) Martin 
and Drew Martin; three 
great-grandchi ldren, 
Kali, Kellen and Korbyn; 
and a sister-in-law, Bon-
nie (Claude) Daughtrey.  

She was preceded in 
death by her brother, 
Samuel "Milton" Crouch, 
and sisters: Marie Short, 
Imogene Brown and 
Louise Duncan. 

Service were held Sun-
day, Jan. 10 at Moeller 
Funeral Home in Valpa-
raiso with burial at An-
gelcrest Cemetery. 

 
 Belt 

Madeline Crider Belt of 
Marion, died Saturday, 
Dec. 26, 2020 at Crit-
tenden County Health 
and Rehabilitation 
Center. 

She was 
the young-
est child of 
William E. 
and Rose 
Crider.   

Surviving 
are two 
daughters, 
Terri (Rick) 
Weir of Pa-
ducah and Sherri 
(Stephen) Corbin of 
Smyrna, Tenn; two 
grandchildren, Adam and 
Amanda Weir of Padu-
cah; two brothers, Wayne 
(Allen) Crider and Roger 
(Rhonda) Steward, both 
of Marion; two sisters, 
Claudean Cone of Ft. 
Pierce, Fla., and Phyllis 
Clowers of Oliver 
Springs,  Tenn.; a 
brother-in-law, Frank 
Catilla of Marion; and 
many nieces and 
nephews. 

She was preceded in 
death by her husband, 
Leonard J. Belt; siblings, 
Bill Crider, Juanita 
Freer, Martha Scott, Rob-
ert Crider, Rosa Nell Hill-
yard, Lonnie Craze, 
Helen Catilla, James C. 
Crider and Iris Brantley. 

She was of the Baptist 
faith and enjoyed attend-
ing religious seminars 
with family and friends. 
She enjoyed traveling, 
computer, quilting, bak-
ing, storytelling and 
especially spending qual-
ity time with her grand-
children. 

Funeral services were 
held Thursday, Dec. 31, 
2020 at Myers Funeral 
Home with Bro. Gary 
Hardesty officiating. Bu-
rial was in Mapleview 
Cemetery.  

 
 
 
 
 

Deaths

Online Condolences 
myersfuneralhomeonline.com  

boydfuneraldirectors.com  
gilbertfunerals.com 

Tank heading out 
The tank that’s been in front of the former Kentucky National Guard Armory for several 
years is getting ready to be gone. The Department of the Army has already moved it off a 
concrete pad in front of the building to the parking lot where it will soon be loaded onto a 
trailer and taken to an undisclosed location. The armory building was recently donated to 
the county. Plans are in the works to utilize the building in a variety of ways, including stor-
age and a recreation center.

The county’s youngest 
Rockets can get a head 
start on reading through 
a partnership with Dolly 
Parton’s Imagination Li-
brary, which offers free 
books to each child, ages 
birth to five who will be 
attending Crittenden 
County Schools.  

About 80 percent of a 
child’s brain develops be-
fore age 5, one of the 

many reasons reading is 
so important, school offi-
cials say. The benefits of 
reading to children at 
any age are numerous 
and include school prep-
aration, vocabulary de-
velopment, education 
advancement, stress 
management and instil-
ling a passion for books 
and life-long learning.  
 

To register, visit imagi-
nationlibrary.com and 
click the “Can I Register 
My Child” button. Soon 
your child will begin re-
ceiving high-quality, free 
books once a month until 
his or her fifth birthday.  

Call Crittenden County 
Schools’ Central Office at 
(270) 965-3525 for assis-
tance. 



court activity
curtailed again
due to pandemic
Trials, grand juries
and other court activi-
ties will continue to be
curtailed due to the
pandemic.
In Crittenden County,
virtual grand jury seat-
ing was completed last
week and orientation
was completed for all
21 jurors via Zoom.
The Kentucky
Supreme Court entered
two new Administrative
Orders last week that
further extend restric-
tions on jury trials,
grand juries, show
cause dockets, judicial
sales and in-person
meetings of Kentucky
Court of Justice com-
mittees, commissions,
task forces and boards.
This action was neces-
sary to address the
continued surge of
COVID-19 cases across
the commonwealth, say
court officials.
Here are some provi-
sions of the order:  
•Postpone all jury tri-
als until April 1.  
•Require grand juries
to either be conducted
remotely or suspended.
•Postpone all show
cause dockets until
April 1.
•Require judicial sales
to be conducted either
remotely or outside
and in accordance with
CDC guidelines.

Head on SIU list
Cameron Head of
Burna was named to
the President’s List at
Southeastern Illinois
College in Harrisburg,
Ill. Head recorded a 4.0
GPA for the fall semes-
ter. He is also a mem-
ber of the SIC baseball
team.

new development
on gum is whitetail
New development un-
derway on West Gum
Street in Marion is an
expansion project by
Whitetail Properties and
its local agent Mark
Williams.
Mitchell Construction
of Paducah has begun
work to build a 7,000-

square-foot facility
that will serve multiple
functions for Whitetail
Properties and other
associated entities.
Williams says Superior
Whitetail Habitats is a
division of the com-
pany that will have a
contracting, warehous-
ing and limited retail
presence at the loca-
tion.
The habitat division of
Whitetail Properties
manages properties
and sells materials and
supplies aimed largely
at outdoors enthusi-
asts. Williams said
there will be some in-
ventory for sale on a
retail basis. The divi-
sion will handle seeds,
blinds, trail cameras
and many other items
associated with land
management, hunting
and the outdoors. 
The building will also
become Whitetail Prop-
erties’ local headquar-
ters. Williams said he
hopes the facility will
be ready to occupy in
eight or nine months.

Peek graduates
usage training
W. Seth Peek gradu-
ated from the United
States Coast Guard
boot camp at the Coast
Guard’s
Training
Center at
Cape May,
New Jer-
sey on
Dec. 17.  
Fireman
Appren-
tice Peek successfully
completed eight weeks
of basic training at
Cape May.
Following boot camp
he reported to his new
unit in Cordova,
Alaska.
Peek is a 2020 gradu-
ate of Crittenden
County High School.   

Babbs on UK list
Jacie Babbs of Sturgis
was one of more than
2,100 undergraduate
students who qualified
for the fall College of
Arts & Sciences Dean's
List at the University of
Kentucky. 
Babbs is majoring in

Mathematical Econom-
ics. Students on the
Dean's List earned 12
or more credit hours as
letter grades with a
minimum 3.60 GPA for
the semester.

city approves its
priority list for
street repairs
Marion City Council
on Monday during its
regular monthly meet-
ing accepted a priority
list for street repairs
and improvements for
the coming year. 
The list was prepared
by the city streets and
maintenance depart-
ment and presented to
the council by City Ad-
ministrator Adam Led-
ford. 
Factors such as fund-
ing, timing and
weather are variables
as to when and
whether work will be
done this year.
The list, in priority
order, includes Cherry
Street from East Bel-
lville to Rochester Av-
enue; North Yandell
Street from West Bel-
lville Street to Travis
Street; North Maple
Street from Travis
Street to West Mound
Park; Sunset Drive from
Sturgis Road to East
Central Avenue; West
Central Avenue from
Fords Ferry Road to
North Weldon Street;
Pierce Street from
Fords Ferry Road to
North Maple Street;
Moore Street from
Chapel Hill Road to Le-
land Avenue; Tangle-
wood Drive 395 feet;
West Elm Street from
South Weldon Street to
South Yandell Street;
and Chapel Hill Road
from Country Club
Drive to Tyler Manufac-
turing. 
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STAFF REPORT
Revenue from the sale

of legal spirits dipped a
bit through the fall
months. Legal liquor
sales began in Marion in
August of 2019. The city
receives a five-percent
tax on the sale of wine,
beer and distilled alcohol
and places that sell must
buy a license. Those rev-
enues are reported
monthly by the city. 
In November, Marion

took in $5,905.22 in

taxes and license fees.
That’s just below average
for the calendar year. The
most revenue generated
in a single month was
$8,050.47 in January. In
three months in 2020,
the city took in more
than $7,000 in alcohol
taxes and fees. 
Tax revenue derived

from the legal sale of al-
cohol is primarily spent
on law enforcement. 
The city council ap-

proved a measure last

month waiving the li-
cense fee for restaurants
and bars that sell liquor
by the drink, because of
challenges those estab-
lishments have faced
during the pandemic.
From calendar year

2020, the city collected
almost $66,000 in alco-
hol tax revenue. Decem-
ber’s figures will
complete the year. They
will be available later this
month.

A project to build a
new U.S. 60 bridge over
the Cumberland River at
Smithland, in Livingston
County, is benefitting
from comparatively mild
winter weather.
The bridge is expected

to be ready for traffic in
late 2023.
Kentucky Transporta-

tion Cabinet (KYTC) engi-
neers say good weather
helped Jim Smith Con-
tracting, prime contrac-
tor on the $63.6 million
project, to move ahead
more quickly than ex-
pected.
“Being a month or two

ahead of schedule this
early in the game is
good,” said KYTC District
1 Chief Engineer Kyle
Poat. “But there’s still a
long way to go. Let’s re-
member we are just over
five months into a project
that will take more than
three years to complete.”
Jim Smith Contracting

hopes to begin placing
beams on the approach

spans in the next couple
of months, with con-
struction on the main
piers to begin after the
spring flood season. The
construction schedule
calls for moving traffic to
the new bridge in spring
2023.
The 700-foot main

truss for the new struc-
ture will be assembled
off-site, floated to the
construction site by
barge, and lifted into
place. The new bridge
will have a 40-foot-wide,
two-lane deck with 12-
foot-wide driving lanes
and 6-foot-wide shoul-
ders, allowing motor ve-
hicles to share the bridge
with most farm equip-
ment.
In addition to providing

a significant link for U.S.
60 through western Ken-
tucky, the new bridge will
be a critical connector for
commuters, commerce,
school buses and emer-
gency responders in Liv-
ingston County, which is

divided by the Cumber-
land River.
The new bridge will re-

place a span built in
1931. It is known as the
Lucy Jefferson Lewis Me-
morial Bridge and the
Smithland Bridge.

Peek

Alcohol sales dip for late
fall after brisk start to year

Cumberland River Bridge construction 
benefitting from mild winter weather
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The Kentucky General
Assembly has officially
begun legislative busi-
ness for the 2021 Regu-
lar Session. Our first
official few days back in
Frankfort have been pro-
ductive. Diligent work
throughout the 2020 In-
terim and handling initial
procedural responsibili-
ties bring me confidence
in what this 30-day ses-
sion has in store.
This year’s legislative

session will be unlike any
other. Standard proce-
dures have been altered
to avoid the spread of
COVID-19, such as limit-
ing the number of people
within the Senate Cham-
ber, committee rooms,
and legislative suites at
one time. Our excellent
staff will remain socially
distanced, workstations
will be adequately sani-
tized, and masks will be
worn to be as safe as
possible while still fulfill-
ing our constitutional ob-
ligations to the

C omm o n -
wealth. Also
u n i q u e
about this
year’s leg-
islative ses-
sion will be
the respon-
sibility to
pass an-
other state
budget. For
the first time
in state history, a bien-
nial budget was not
passed. Instead, during
the 2020 Session, as
COVID-19 made its way
into our lives, and not
knowing what impacts it
would have on state rev-
enue, the General As-
sembly determined the
best course of action was
to pass a 1-year budget
rather than a 2-year
budget. The 2021 budget
will be among the most
critical efforts in this new
30-day session.
Some priority legisla-

tion of the majority cau-
cus has been outlined.

The bills are relevant to
the topics at the forefront
of discussions through
the interim. They include
measures to address the
economic impacts of
COVID-19 and the state’s
response to it, liability
protections for busi-
nesses and health care
providers, police reforms,
and better defining exec-
utive authority during a
state of emergency. All of
these and more have
been the issues that have
motivated constituents to
contact lawmakers’ of-
fices. They will be key
topics of discussion and
debate, along with other
legislation aimed at ad-
dressing concerns that
matter to the people of
Kentucky.
The Senate moved

swiftly this week to pass
a pair of bills out of the
chamber that would
place limits on the gover-
nor’s use of executive or-
ders and regulations.
Senate Bill (SB) 1 would

dictate that executive or-
ders that place restric-
tions on the function of
schools, businesses, or
nonprofits expire after 30
days – unless extended
by the General Assembly.
The same would go for
executive orders that reg-
ulate political, religious,
and social gatherings or
impose mandatory quar-
antines or isolation re-
quirements. This bill has
been designated as a
2021 legislative priority
because the pandemic
brought to light “frac-
tures” in the current laws
concerning executive or-
ders. Provisions of SB 1
would also allow chief ex-
ecutive officers or local
governments to seek
emergency executive or-
ders for their communi-
ties beyond 30 days in
length.
The second measure,

SB 2, would have similar
effects and would require
some administrative reg-
ulations to last no longer

than 30 days if, for ex-
ample, they imposed re-
strictions on gatherings
or mandatory quaran-
tines. The goal of SB 2 is
to provide a more logical
administrative process,
transparency, and leg-
islative oversight to ham-
per the ability of
executive agencies to leg-
islate through regulation,
as when regulations are
promulgated and ac-
cepted, they become law.
Other priority bills

passed in the Senate this
week include SB 3 and
SB 9.
SB 3 would reorganize

the Governor’s Office of
Agriculture Policy under
the Kentucky Agriculture
Commissioner’s Office.
SB 9, better known as
the Born-Alive Infant
Protection Act was
passed out of the Senate
again. That bill assures
any baby born alive will
receive lifesaving medical
care, even in cases of a
botched abortion. SB 9
was passed last year but
was vetoed by the gover-
nor. Unfortunately the
veto occurred beyond the
veto override period. That
will not be an issue this
year if the bill is vetoed
again.
We continued legisla-

tive business through
Saturday, completing five
days of the 30-day ses-
sion. It was a very pro-
ductive day for the
General Assembly, as we
passed three House bills.
Meanwhile, the House
was able to pass Senate
bills that are now being
delivered to the gover-
nor’s desk for either a
signature or a veto. 
House Bills passed in

the Senate on Saturday: 
•HB 1 aims to provide

clarity and reassurance
amid a state of emer-
gency for businesses,
schools, parents, teach-
ers, students, and reli-

gious institutions and
that any business or
school may remain open
and operational if they
follow a comprehensive
operating plan, detailing
how the business or
school will adhere to the
Center for Disease Con-
trol (CDC) guidelines to
ensure safety.
•HB 2 gives Kentucky’s

Attorney General the au-
thority to seek an injunc-
tion and civil or criminal
penalties for violations of
statutes and administra-
tive regulations guiding
the practice of abortion.
Current law only allows
the Attorney General to
take action if the Cabinet
for Health and Family
Services secretary re-
quests that he or she in-
tervene.
•HB 5 would require all

executive branch reor-
ganizations and board
reorganizations to re-
quire a vote of the Gen-
eral Assembly as well as
refining gubernatorial
authority when the legis-
lature is not in session.
I am honored to be rep-

resenting the 4th District
in the Kentucky State
Senate again this year.
Though things will be dif-
ferent this year, I will be
keeping you updated
throughout the 30-day
session and look forward
to hearing from you. Do
not hesitate to contact
my office.
If you have any ques-

tions or comments about
these issues or any other
public policy issue,
please call me toll-free at
1-800-372-7181 or email
Robby.Mills@LRC.ky.gov.
To review the legisla-
ture’s work online go to
www.Legislature.ky.gov.

Sen. Mills (R-Hender-
son) represents Caldwell,
Crittenden, Henderson,
Livingston, Union, and
Webster counties. 

Crittenden County Detention Center Census
2020 Average

95.2
73.9
14.2
13.7
196.9
3.3
0.0
0.5

117.0

Month Avg. 2020
$93,241.73
$108,338.85
$9,105.68
$16,278.00
$7,226.67
$392.00

$217,337.41

$13,107.83
407.8
32.0
13.4

Nov. 19, 2020
91
78
18
21
208
7
0
0

215

October  2020
$81,578.02
$109,904.93
$7,347.93
$20,052.00
$2,304.00
$288.00

$214,126.95

$20,736.00
$648.00
$32.00
20.9

Dec. 17, 2020
88
80
18
13
199
6
0
0

205

November  2020
$85,464.18
$119,862.60
$9,710.60
$17,784.00
$1,184.00
$576.00

$224,870.78

$17,440.00
545

$32.00
18.16

JAIL CENSUS 
State Inmates
Federal Inmates
Other County Inmates
Critenden County Inmates
TOTAL INMATES
Weekenders
Work release
Out to Court
Actual Inmate Bed Count

Last Month REVENUE
State Housing Payments
Federal Housing Payments
Federal Transport Payments
Other County Housing Payments
Weekend/Work Release

TOTAL HOUSING

Last Month ANALYSIS
Cost of Crittenden Inmates
Numbers of Co. Housing Days
Daily Housing Rate
Avg Daily Population Co. Inmates

DETENTION 
CENTER REPORT
DECEMBER 19, 2020 

The Crittenden County
Detention Center report
is provided monthly to
magistrates during Crit-
tenden County Fiscal
Court meetings. The in-
mate count was accu-
rate for the day the
report was created.

• Federal Inmates $49 Per diem
• State Inmates $31.34 Per diem
• Lyon County Inmates $36.00
• Other County Inmates $32.00

Pandemic creating
local jail vacancies
Pandemic issues con-

tinue to leave empty beds
at the Crittenden County
Detention Center. Nor-
mally, that would be good
news to society, but
Jailer Robbie Kirk says it
it’s really not.
Kirk told magistrates

last week that mostly
transportation issues are
to blame for overcrowd-
ing in some state prisons
while others, like here,
have plenty of room.
Kirk said the are 10 fe-

male beds and three re-
stricted custody beds
vacant right now.
Because of the vacan-

cies, jail housing rev-
enues for state inmates
continues to be well
below the typical yearly
average.

VACCINE
Continued from page 1

and there was no new information
on when more vaccine might be
made available here.
School teachers, originally ex-

pected to be among the first to re-
ceive the vaccine, are now likely to
not get it until February, accord-
ing to Crittenden County School
Superintendent Vince Clark.
Only a handful of school person-

nel have been innoculated, includ-
ing the resource officer, who is
also a first responder and qualified
for the vaccine; school nurses,
who qualified for early vaccina-
tions because they are healthcare
workers; and any substitute
teacher age 70 or older who re-
ceived a shot last week.
Carolyn Rose of Marion was in

line last Wednesday at the health
department about 60 vehicles
from the clinic when it opened.
She was hoping to get the vaccine
that day, but understood the situ-
ation.
“If not, I will just come back

later,” she said.
Rose said personal health issues

had prompted her to go to the
clinic on the first day it was avail-
able.
“My doctor says I need to get it,”

she said. “I’ve been just mostly
staying home since this (pan-
demic) began.”
Barbara and Eddie Hunt of Mar-

ion were among the first to receive

a vaccination. They have plans for
a vacation later this year and want
to be assured their plans can be
kept.
“I got here about 7:30 a.m.,”

Eddie Hunt said. Both say the vac-
cination was painless and were
proud to have been able to receive
it.
Nancy Lacy was at the front of

the line, too, but when she spoke
to nurses inside, she learned that
she couldn’t get the shot that day.
“I had the shingles vaccine on

Dec. 28 so it has to be at least two
weeks before I get another vac-
cine,” Lacy said.
Local leaders say they’re a bit

frustrated by the lack of vaccine
being made available. Some say
the dearth is a breakdown in the
federal government’s distribution
system. Others say the state and
perhaps leaders in other regions of
the commonwealth are being
overtly systematic in doling out
vaccine supplies on hand, which is
slowing the overall process.
“We have had a great plan and

it’s been successful when we’ve
had the vaccine,” Crittenden
County Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom said.
Trigg County health officials told

reporters in Hopkinsville last week
that it had distributed 800 doses
of the vaccine through offerings by
the health department and the
hospital. Crittenden County has
had far fewer doses than that
available for distribution.

Trigg County Hospital CEO
John Sumner told WKDZ radio
that more than 500 people 70 and
older were vaccinated during a
two-day vaccination clinic at the
Trigg County Recreation Complex
last week.
Public health officials have

sounded the alarm for months,
complaining that they did not have
enough support or money to get
COVID-19 vaccines quickly into
arms, accoridng to a report in the
Louisville Courier-Journal.
“As they work to ramp up the

shots, state and local public
health departments across the
U.S. cite a variety of obstacles,
most notably a lack of leadership
from the federal government.
Many officials worry that they are
losing precious time at the height
of the pandemic, and the delays
could cost lives,” the C-J reported
late last week.
The federal government recently

approved $8.7 billion for the vac-
cine effort, but some say more is
needed. Operation Warp Speed,
the federal vaccine program, had
promised to distribute enough
doses to immunize 20 million peo-
ple in the U.S. in December. It
missed that target, and as of Fri-
day, about 6.6 million people had
received their first shot, according
to a tracker from the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention.
About 22 million doses have been
delivered to states.

And found wanting was the sad
indictment of God’s handwriting
on the wall to wicked Belshazzar,
King of Babylon, and his kingdom
was destroyed and he was killed.  
His crimes were that he had not

humbled his heart before God, he
had lifted up himself against the
Lord of Heaven, had desecrated
sacred vessels of
pagan gods.
Seeing everything

that is transpiring all
over the world, and
reading all the signs
God gives us in His
Word, it is very clear
that time for judg-
ment and all our bal-
ance sheets to be
weighed is growing
near. Millions are
going to find themselves wanting.
All the political wickedness

going on proves they do not realize
God is in the mix. “For God shall
bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it
be good or whether it be evil.” Ecc.
12:14.

All of us live on borrowed time,
and as Jesus said to the hypocrit-
ical Jewish scribes and pharisees,
after He had given them chance
after chance to change and they
would not, “Your house is left unto
you desolate.” 
God has like message for Amer-

ica.
The lying, cheating, hating, and

hypocrisy going on in our govern-
ment, rounding out the egregious
evils of legalizing, supporting and
demanding abortion and same-sex
marriage has God weighing Amer-
ica in the balance. He finds her
wanting.
God made man in His own

image. Think of what that really
says.
Then man takes that image, the

very image of God Himself, and
dares to desecrate God that way.
Some go even deeper into evil and
say the Holy Bible condones it.
That is a bridge too far.
God has turned loose the virus

on the whole world and it is slowly
doing the Great Red Dragon’s
work. Communism is slowly put-

ting our nation in limbo, loosing
everything.
Sickness makes the nation

weak. Closed churches make peo-
ple wicked, children out of school
makes the young ignorant and
businesses being closed and peo-
ple out of work destroys our econ-
omy. It is making us a nation of
welfare.
Where is all that relief money

coming from as America is already
in debt? We have been borrowing
money from China.
When people are sick, poor, ig-

norant and broke they are easily
overtaken.
The spiritual condition of Amer-

ica, I fear, has God saying, ‘Your
house is left unto you desolate.”
Jesus’ ultimatum “Repent or

perish” is our hope and may we all
pray there will be a lot of repent-
ing, and that God would respond
kindly.

Sister Lucy Tedrick is a local pas-
tor and conservative-values colum-
nist who lives in Marion.

Lucy
TEDRICK
Guest Columnist

Religious and
Political Views

Robby
MILLS
KY STATE SENATE

Guest
Commentary

Senate moves swiftly to limit governor’s power

This is weighed in the balance
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Summertime outings and disasters

Rep. Lynn Bechler
House Notes
Rep. Lynn
BECHLER
R-Marion
House District 4 
Crittenden • Livingston
Caldwell • Christian (part)

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 424C
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 665
lynn.bechler@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Ag & Small Business, 

vice-chair
Economic Development
Labor & Industry

Service
House: 2013-present 

Sen. Dorsey Ridley
Senate Notes
D-Henderson
Senate District 4 
Crittenden • Caldwell
Henderson • Webster
Livingston • Union

Contact
702 Capitol Ave.
Annex Room 255
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 564-8100, ext. 655
dorsey.ridley@lrc.ky.gov

Committees
Agriculture
Transportation
Banking & Insurance
State & Local Gov’t

Service
House: 1987-94
Senate: 2004-present 
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Mark
GIRTEN
Guest columnist
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Crittenden County
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Views

(Sen. Dorsey Ridley, a Henderson Democrat, has
served in the Kentucky Senate since 2004 representing
District 4, which is comprised of Crittenden, Livingston,
Caldwell, Webster, Union and Henderson counties.)

(Rep. Lynn Bechler, a Marion Republican, has served
in the Kentucky House of Representatives since 2013
representing House District 4, which is comprised of Crit-
tenden, Livingston, Caldwell and a portion of Christian
County.)

(Kentucky Supreme Court Justice Bill Cunningham is
a former judge and practicing attorney in western Ken-
tucky. He is a resident of Lyon County and author of sev-
eral books. His column appears in this newspaper
periodically.)

(Allison Evans is the advertising manager and an edi-
torial contributor at The Crittenden Press. The newspaper
has been in her family for more than a half-century. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3191 or by e-mail at alli-
son@the-press.com.)

(Brenda Underdown is Crittenden County’s historian
and serves on the board of the historical and genealogi-
cal societies in the county. She is also active in maintain-
ing Crittenden County Historical Museum.)

(Perry Newcom was elected judge-executive of Critten-
den County in 2010. His column appears periodically in
this newspaper. He can be reached at (270) 965-5251.)

(Daryl K. Tabor is editor of The Crittenden Press. His
column appears in this newspaper periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191 or thepress@the-press.com.)

(Chris Evans is the publisher and editor of The Critten-
den Press. He is also author of the book, “South of the
Mouth of Sandy,” which is available from online book-
stores. His column appears periodically. He can be
reached at (270) 965-3191.)

(Don Gatewood is a resident of rural Crittenden
County. He is a retired U.S. Navy commander and former
police officer. His opinions are his own and are not neces-
sarily those of the newspaper.)

(Rev. Lucy Tedrick, pastor at Marion Church of God,
shares her views periodically in this newspaper. She
can be reached at (270) 965-3269. Her opinions are her
own and are not necessarily those of this newspaper.)

(Mark Girten, pastor at Crooked Creek Baptist
Church, shares his views periodically in this newspaper.
He can be reached at (270) 601-0965. His opinions are
his own and are not necessarily those of this newspa-
per.)

(Linda Defew is from Livingston County and periodi-
cally writes a column for this newspaper. Her stories
have been published in numerous magazines and books,
and recently, she had her first book published, "Murder
in Little Heaven." She can be contacted at
oldwest@tds.net.)

(Regina Merrick if director of Crittenden County Public
Library on West Carlisle Street in Marion. The library can
be reached at (270) 965-3354.)

Allison
EVANS
Sta� writer

Write
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Regina
MERRICK
CCPL director

@ Your
Library

Brenda
Underdown
County Historian

Forgotten
Passages

During these cold win-
ter months, with the dark 
and dreary days we’ve 
been having 
where people 
and pets alike 
are getting 
cabin fever, it’s 
nice to think of 
springtime and 
going fishing or 
on a picnic.  

We truly do 
have some 
beautiful coun-
tryside to do 
these activi-
ties when the 
weather is 
right. It seems 
the beautiful 
rocky bluffs 
around Pin-
ey Fork and 
D e a n w o o d 
were special places for 
many of these earlier out-
ings.

With the help from the 
archives of The Critten-
den Press, let’s visit the 
days of yesteryear and 
some summer activities. 
It’s fun to read of these 
days gone by, when a day 
of fishing and Sicnicking 
on some of our beautiful 
creeks and bluffs was a 
special occasion.  

And we are lucky that 
some interested person 
put these amusing little 
articles in the paper for us 
to read 100 years later. I 
know many of the names 
aren’t familiar to us all, 
but many were prominent 
lawyers and business-
men and their wives and 
friends.  

–––
June 21, 1894,

“A Fishing Party”  
Misses Lena, Ina and 

Kitty Woods, Elvah Crider, 
Nellie Wilson, Nellie Walk-
er, Ettie and Pat Larkin, 
Taylor Woodard, Mattie 
Blue, Lizzie James, Lemah 
Barnes, Mesdames J. 
P. Pierce, W. B. Yandell 
and Lizzie Williams, and 
Messrs. H. J. Loving and 
wife, George M. Crider 
and wife, E. H. James 

and wife, J. T. Franks, H. 
K. Woods, Thomas Co-
chran, Sam Gugenheim, 

C. S. Nunn, R. 
C. Daniel, S. D. 
Hodge and O. 
M. James, com-
posed a party 
that spent yes-
terday fishing on 
the banks of Big 
Piney.

 T h e 
deep, silent syl-
van shades, 
the majestic 
rocks, the mossy 
banks, the rosy 
dells and soft 
notes from the 
music throat-
ed birds, make 
that almost a 
hallowed spot, 
and visitors are 

not  only charmed, but 
enchanted as they drink 
in the classic surround-
ings reveling in thoughts 
akin to those that stirred 
the soul of Virgil when the 
muses taught him to write 
of the forests.  

They say that the party 
yesterday had a delight-
ful time, faintly expresses 
the situation. The catch of 
trout, bass and carp was 
not extravagant, but the 
catch of sand-ticks will 
be good for some day to 
come; to say nothing of 
the famous little enter-
tainers knows as the chig-
ger, whose native health is 
found in that section.

–––
$nother fishing adven-

ture happened in May of 
1900 somewhere on the 
banks of Piney Creek.  
Messers. Jim Paris, Hen-
ry Stone, Mark Terry and 
Henry Haynes composed 
a party that went to Piney 
&reek fishing. 

7hey watched the fickle 
cork all day Wednesday 
and fished without corks 
all that night and not a 
bite did they get. Thurs-
day morning they hitched 
up early and started for 
home. After driving some 
hours they came to a 

strange town to them, and 
upon inquiry found that 
they were at Shady Grove, 
some miles further away 
from home than when 
they started.

The moral to the tale 
is this: Unless you want 
to travel in a circle, don’t 
take “snake medicine” at 
daylight without a hearty 
breakfast.

–––
An Unfortunate Jaunt

happened in November of 
1903 and took place on a 
hunting trip. James Jen-
nings, Calvin Corley and 
Clarence Terry went on an 
opossom and coon hunt 
one night.

On the way they 
stopped to rest, sat their 
guns down and were 
joking each other about 
the incidents of the trip. 
Just at this time an old 
sow came along and the 
dogs started to chase her, 
when, to the dismay of 
the party, she stamped 
and ran right through the 
crowd, the result of which 
was disastrous to two of 
the gentlemen.

In her rush through the 
camp she ran over the 
double barreled shotgun 
and it was discharged, 
one shot striking Mr. Cor-
ley in the toe and another 

striking Clarence Terry in 
the heel as he ran away 
down the hill, thinking a 
bear was after him.

Dr. Frazer was called 
and dressed the wounds 
of the unfortunates, and 
they are on the high road 
to recovery, although 
pretty badly used up as a 
result of their experience.

They all swear they will 
never hunt coons or opos-
soms again but will go af-
ter the larger game, such 
as buffaloes and bears. 
Clarence Terry says there 
is not a bear in America as 
big as that old sow looked 
to him that dark night.

–––
Titanic Disaster Re-

called is another humor-
ous story told about the 
mishaS on another fish-
ing outing in May of 1913.

It is in a way quite re-
markable how history 
repeats itself.  It’s not so 
long ago as to be forgotten 
that the world was thrilled 
at the sinking of the great 
steamer Titanic and the 
loss of so many valuable 
lives.  Even at this date 
the remembrance of the 
ultra bravery of the pas-
sengers and crew as all 
hope of safety was gone, 
joining in singing that 
wonderful hymn of hope 

and promise makes one 
proud of his manhood.

An accident on or in the 
water is always, to say the 
least interesting. The oth-
er day down at the Key-
stone mine, where water 
is as Slenty as the Áowers 
that bloom in the spring, 
a fishing Sarty was orga-
ni]ed, red worms and fish 
hooks were found, a ball 
of twine and several sec-
tion of fence rails for fish-
ing rods were made ready.  

The four ladies set sail 
on an old log lying across 
the creek. Throwing their 
fishing tackle into the 
depths they patiently 
waited for results, they got 
them. No wireless p-d-q 
was available, no band 
of music was at hand, no 
voices were raised in any 
triumphant hymn, the old 
log just quietly broke in 
two and landed the party 
in the deep.

Of course we don’t 
know just what expres-
sions were used but we 
assume that for the mo-
ment that evening prayer, 
“Now I lay me down to 
sleep,” was for the mo-
ment forgotten. The four 
brave hearts were Áoun-
dering in the creek, but 
not a murmur escaped.  
It was all right.  

When asked what 
they caught, as with one 
voice they replied, a mil-
lion chiggers and several 
colds.

Somewhat tired and 
very damp Mrs. George 
Roberts, Miss Evelyn 
Roberts, Mrs. Daily and 
Miss Daily reached Mar-
ion later in the day by 
the Guess limited and 
are receiving the plaudits 
and compliments of their 
numerous friends for the 
wonderful bravery exhib-
ited when all hope of re-
uniting that old log was 
gone.

–––
Fishing Party, June 

1917.  A recent event of 
interest in society was a 
fishing Sarty at :alker 

Pond.  It was composed 
of a party of young people 
of the Hebron community 
and several visitors.

Those in the party were 
Misses Lettie and Grace 
Conditt, Gladys and Ev-
elyn Graves, Thelma Du-
vall and Minnie Cleghorn 
and Messrs John and 
Eugene Graves, Barney 
and Morrison Cleghorn.

The visitors were Miss 
Ada Duvall of Ada, Okla., 
who is visiting her parents 
Mrs. and Mrs. William 
Duvall.  Mr. Walker Cleg-
horn, also of Ada, Okla-
homa who is visiting his 
people, the family of Mr. J. 
G. Cleghorn, Mr. Marion 
Conditt of Lexington who 
is spending the summer 
with his people and Mr V. 
P. Henry of Marion.

7he triS was fine, there 
being present besides 
those mentioned above 
four mules and a road 
wagon for the convenience 
of the crowd and horse 
and buggy driven by Mr. 
Walter Cleghorn assisted 
by Miss Wanda Duvall.

)ishing was fine, bites 
were plentiful and catch-
es not a few. Miss Thel-
ma Duvall boasts that 
she caught one good one, 
but he could not be eaten 
because his collar was so 
stiff.  

%ut as for real fish we 
caught about a 125 lit-
tle fellows. Miss Wanda 
Duvall caught 15 which 
was the largest number 
caught by any one per-
son. Mr. Henry caught 
14. He says he had nev-
er caught but one fish 
before and it weighed 14 
pounds, and the second 
time he caught 14 and all 
together they would only 
weigh one pound.

(Brenda Underdown is 
chair of Crittenden Coun-
ty Historical Society and 
a member of Crittenden 
County Genealogical So-
ciety. Much more local 
history can be found at 
OurForgottenPassages.
blogspot.com).

A vintage photo of a group of Marion’s young people 
was taken on the beautiful rocky bluffs of Piney Creek 
out near Deanwood. All are unidentified except for Ollie 
M. James standing in the center with light colored suit 
and holding his hat.

Acts 10: 34 “Then and 
said, of a truth 
I perceive that 
God is no re-
specter of per-
sons.”

In our back 
yard is a holly 
tree. That tree 
is about forty 
feet tall and in 
December, the 
berries turn 
red. It usually 
takes about two 
days for a Áock 
of hundreds of 
robins to move 
in and strip the 
tree of all the 
berries. 

We have three 
bird feeders full 
of black sunÁower seeds 
for the Kentucky cardi-
nals that often Áock into 
the woods. Woodpeckers, 
various tySes of finch-
es and dozens of other 
multi-colored birds, keep 
me busy refilling those 
feeders. 

Also, there are bird 
baths we try to keep 
full of water. Sitting this 
morning, watching the 
robins around the water-
ing pan, I noticed a dove 
and two other species of 
birds sitting on the pan 
edge with the robins. 

Sitting here at the key-
board, looking through 
the shutters, I see doz-
ens of birds Áocking 
through the sunlight fil-
tering through the trees. 

Several squirrels are in 
the yard and they occa-
sionally look up at all the 
birds with questioning 
expressions. They must 
be curious about all the 
excitement above them. 
Then, their minds quick-
ly return to the item 
in the ground they’re 
searching for. 

At least four species 
of birds are now on one 
of the watering pans. 
They are different col-
ors, sizes; some are fat, 
some appear skinny. 
7heir Áight is different 
and their choices of food 
differ. Some will eat the 
black sunÁower seed 
and others will not. They 
do not realize they are 
different.

My imagination cannot 
fathom that in the bird 
world, there is not some-
one to tell them they are 
supposed to hate each 
other. Apparently they 

have no way of commu-
nicating those 
feelings of neg-
ativity. How sad 
it is for them 
not to realize 
these simple 
concepts of ha-
tred and dis-
dain. They have 
no idea what 
they’re missing! 
I’m sure you 
recognize sar-
casm. 

Humans are 
in many ways 
the most dis-
gusting species 
on earth. None 
of us would 
know we’re 
supposed to 

hate each other unless 
someone taught us that. 
This is going to sound 
like an opinion (and it is), 
love comes naturally but 
hatred must be taught, 
brainwashed into, and 
cultivated to survive. 

Many have found, 
when hatred exists, in its 
beginning there was no 
problem because of skin 
color or ethnic origin. It 
stems from cultural dif-
ferences and refusal of 
varying personalities to 
accept those differences. 
We have different values 
and priorities, but are 
those really good reasons 
to hate someone?

With so many in Amer-
ica promoting diversity 
and inclusiveness, why is 
this trend of hatred pro-
liferating as it is? Could 
it be many see hatred in 
the actions of others but 
not in themselves?

It is extremely alarm-
ing to me to see a new 
level of negative feelings 
toward others that are 
different from us. In an 

age of assumed toler-
ance, we have become 
more and more intoler-
ant. I have come to be-
lieve, there is only one 
race and that is the hu-
man race. 

I’ve seen levels of ha-
tred in other countries 
that pale this state in 
America. In the United 
Kingdom, to try to spend 
an English pound in Ire-
land can result in a beat-
ing. In Australia, the ha-
tred directed toward the 
Aborigines by the English 
settlers is appalling. 

In the mission work 
in Africa, I soon realized 
there was a presence of 
negative feelings between 
the tribes. They spoke dif-
ferent dialects of Swahili, 
and for the most part, 
existed to themselves. In 
traveling in the Middle 
East, one is best to vis-
it Israel last. Having the 
Star of David stamped 
in one’s passport can re-
sult in disastrous conse-
quences when crossing 
borders. 

Hatred is not new. Cain 
killed Abel because of ha-
tred (Genesis 4: 8). God 
refused to accept Cain’s 
fruits of the soil (organic) 
sacrifice and that created 
a situation in which the 
first murder was commit-
ted. 

Jacob’s son Joseph 
was hated by his broth-
ers (Genesis 37) so in-
tensely they sold him into 
slavery in Egypt (Genesis 
37: 28). Saul hated David 
because the people loved 
David (1Samuel 18: 29) 
for killing the giant Goli-
ath. Saul tried fourteen 
times (www.welcome-
tograce.com) to kill David 
because of his jealously. 

Saul approved the 

stoning of Stephen (Acts 
8: 1). The Jews plotted 
to kill Paul (Acts 23: 12-
35) for the preaching of 
Jesus. This was only be-
cause of disagreements 
over religious teachings. 

Matthew 26: 4-5 “And 
they schemed to arrest 
Jesus secretly and kill 
him. But not during 
the festival,” they said, 
“or there may be a riot 
among the people.” Our 
Jesus was hated because 
He preached forgiveness 
of sin based on a faith 
based belief. This contra-
dicted the Old Testament 
Mosaic law the Jewish hi-
erarchy had lived under 
for two-thousand years. 

We live in a world to-
day in which hatred ex-
ists because of religion. 
Christians are persecut-
ed because we believe Je-
sus is the only salvation 
(Acts 4: 12) and we do not 
approve of non-Biblical 
lifestyles. Many in our 
progressive, permissive 
world see these teachings 
as hate speech and the 
proliferation of hate.

It is all a matter of per-
spective. Proverbs 12: 15 
“The way of a fool is right 
in his own eyes.” No mat-
ter how strange or sinful a 
lifestyle may seem, those 
that practice it, justify it 
in their minds. We are 
all foolish at some point 
in time by this scriptural 

definition. 
Our attitudes, feelings 

and opinions are certainly 
foolish in the eyes of oth-
ers. Everyone is foolish to 
someone. By our human 
nature, we are bound to 
disagree, but our level of 
understanding leaves a 
lot to be desired. 

Perhaps we could take 
a lesson from the robins. 
Matthew 6: 2 “Behold the 
fowls of the air: for they 
sow not, neither do they 
reap, nor gather into 
barns; yet your heaven-
ly Father feeds them. Are 
ye not much better than 
they?”

Robins absent of hatred; accepting of differences

Van
YANDELL
Evangelist

BIBLE
CONNECTIONS
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I, as I suppose many 
of you, was fascinated 
and deeply troubled by 
what I witnessed on my 
TV screen on Wednesday. 
I am equally fascinated 
by the various responses 
that followed. It 
was a wake-up 
moment for us. 
The change in 
tone and words 
in a usually 
mundane pro-
cedural event 
in congress 
was nothing 
short of amaz-
ing. The sena-
tor from Okla-
homa (with a 
significant de-
lay) changed 
his speech, 
quite literally, 
in mid-sen-
tence.

I am limited 
in my perspec-
tive and inconsistent in 
my expression of ideas. 
Limited because we all 
are. Inconsistent be-
cause I rarely have the 
information to make de-
finitive, once for all, ac-
curate assessments of 
any situation. I also have 
days when I think like 
the story of Noah where 
everyone dies because 
of their wickedness, and 
others like Jonah where 
everyone lives because of 
God’s patience and peo-
ple’s repentance.

It is my vocational goal 
to bring to bear a bal-
anced theological and 

historical perspective on 
events and attitudes that 
we live with today. It is 
not my job to determine 
who is in good standing 
with their God and who 
is not. I have a robust be-

lief system that 
allows me to te-
naciously hold 
to my faith 
while withhold-
ing judgment 
on others. 

Now, con-
cerning what 
we all wit-
nessed during 
the ratification 
of the presi-
dential elec-
tion. There 
will continue 
to be those 
who seek to 
lay blame and 
hold responsi-
ble those who 
created the at-

mosphere and those who 
acted in criminal ways. 
I will leave that to those 
whose job it is to do that 
and encourage them in 
their pursuit of under-
standing and justice.

We all know mixing re-
ligion and politics is dan-
gerous. It is dangerous 
because those in power 
tend to want to coopt re-
ligion (or ban it) for their 
own purposes. There 
have always been large 
swaths of Christianity 
quite willing to cooperate 
with or support leaders 
to take moral stands that 
agree with the religious 

leadership. We need only 
to look at the horrors of 
the 1930s and 40s in It-
aly and Germany to see 
where this can lead. Fur-
ther back we can look at 
the Reformation or even 
further to the time of the 
Crusades. Doesn’t stop 
us from doing it.

It is tempting when a 
secular leader is willing, 
by force of policy, to pro-
mote a Christian moral 
principle, to support such 
a person on that basis. 
History teaches us that 
such decisions do not 
end well. Here is the diffi-
culty. When Jesus’ disci-
ples, James and John got 
into an argument with 
the others about who 
would be the greatest in 
the kingdom of God Je-
sus reminded them that 
it is not by lording over 
that we are to lead. He 
says in Matthew 20:25-
28, “You know that the 
rulers of the Gentiles lord 
it over them, and their 
great men exercise au-
thority over them. It shall 
not be so among you; but 
whoever would be great 
among you must be your 
servant, and whoever 
would be first among you 
must be your slave; even 
as the Son of man came 
not to be served but to 
serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.”

I have no doubt that 
James and John meant 
well, but Jesus quickly 
checks them. He knows 
the dangers of lording 

over others to change be-
havior.

There is another warn-
ing in the prophet Hosea 
8:3-4,7.

“They made kings, but 
not through me.

They set up princes, 
but without my knowl-
edge.

With their silver and 
gold they made idols

for their own destruc-
tion.

For they sow the wind,
and they shall reap the 

whirlwind.”
Hosea mentions idols. 

I might suggest that 
there are two of the Ten 
Commandments which 
address idolatry (three 
if you count the first). 
The second command-
ment has to do with im-
ages – easy enough. The 
third, however, has to 
do with taking the name 
of the Lord in vain. This 
is not a commandment 
about cussing. It has to 
do with taking up God’s 
name and declaring him 
on your side to promote 
your own agenda. We can 
make idols of good things 
such as our morality. Re-
member the golden calf? 
It represented the G(g)od 
that Israel believed res-
cued them from Egypt. 
Christians still need to 
learn not to give away our 
calling to accomplish our 
goals. Do it the right way 
and let God take care of 
the rest.

I am thankful that our 
congress completed its 

task in a timely fashion, 
making the fiasco some-
thing that should get our 
attention, rather than 
something much more 
serious. I remain hope-
ful for the future. I am 
thankful for our political 
leaders. I am thankful for 

those of faith who serve 
in such a way. Peace.

Dr. Sean Niestrath is a 
minister in Madisonville, 
Ky. He holds a doctoral 
degree in ministry. You 
may contact him at sean.
niestrath@outlook.com.

Sean
NIESTRATH
Faith-based columnist

Guest
Columnist

The whirlwind and the third commandment

Question: I love Jesus. 
I read the Bible and pray 
regularly, but I’m not affil-
iated with a church. Why 
do I need to be a part of a 
church anyway?

Answer: &ommitment to 
a local church is a non-ne-
gotiable part of &hristian 
discipleship. /et me illus-
trate. I attended seminary 
six miles north of San Fran-
cisco at 0ill 9alley &alif. 
There, within city limits, my 
wife, 9iolet, and I would 
visit Muir Woods National 
3arN³Nnown for its beau-
tiful redwood trees. They 
are gigantic. Some of them 
grow over 350 feet high and 
2� feet in diameter. They 
are truly magnificent to be-
hold. 

One of the unique features 
of redwoods is their shallow 
root systems. A tree’s roots 
overcome their lacN of depth 
by extending outward more 
than �00 feet from their base 
to intertwine their roots with 
those of other redwoods. 
With their interwoven roots 

system, redwoods stand 
tall and posses ama]ing 
strength to resist strong 
winds. /iNe the massive 
redwoods, Christ intended 
his followers to worship, fel-
lowship and serve with other 
&hristians in local families 

known as churches. 
Our culture is becoming 

increasingly individualistic, 
but it is important to reali]e 
Christians can only develop 
properly and fully by staying 
involved with other believers 
in a church. Late evange-
list Dwight L. Moody noted, 
“Church attendance is as 
vital to a disciple as a trans-
fusion of rich, healthy blood 
to a sicN man.µ  

Send your questions to� 
bob#bobhardison.com

In a church, we grow stronger together

Ask the Pastor
By Bob Hardison

ASK
the

PASTOR
By Bob Hardison



for rent
2 BR, 1 bath house in  Mar-
ion. Refrigerator, stove and 
A/C furnished.  Includes 
garbage pick-up. $450/
month plus $200 security 
deposit. (270) 704-2711. 
(2t-27-p)
3 BR, 2 bath mobile home, 
central heat and air, stove 
and refrigerator, trash 
pickup, yard maintenance, 
$500/mo. (270) 704-3234. 
(tfc-je)

employment
The Earle C. Clements Job 
Corps Academy is seeking 
employees.  We offer a 
competitive salary, benefits 
package, and advance-
ment opportunities.  Full-
time, part-time, and sub-
stitute positions available. 
MTC is an equal opportu-
nity employer-Minority/Fe-
male/Disabled/Veteran.  To 
view current openings and 
qualifications and to apply, 
please visit our website: 
www.mtcjobs.com.  “Build-
ing Tomorrow’s Futures To-
day” (5t-29-p)
Reliable workers needed! 
Full-time, 1st & 2nd shift 
positions available now!  
Strong Solid Company with 
a Bright Future! Good start-
ing wage $10 & up based 
on skill & experience. Must 
pass background & drug 
screen.  Apply at Liberty 
Tire Recycling, 2071 US 60 
West, Marion KY or email 
resume to hmaloney@lib-
ertytire.com. Call for more 
info 270-965-3613. Equal 
Opportunity Employer.  (6-
tfc)

services
VALLEY VIEW Windows, 
Custom Built Vinyl Win-
dows, we install for new 
construction and replace-
ments. Aquila A. Yoder, 
Jr., 294 Mt. Zion Church 
Rd., Marion, KY 42064. 
(52t-28-p)
CONCRETE WORK: Park-
ing lots, garages, steel 
buildings, walls, sidewalks, 
driveways, room addi-
tions. Call for quote (270) 
724-4672, Joe Mattingly 
Concrete Construction. 
(12t-37-p)

notice
Advertise your job open-
ing, event, items for sale, 
auction etc. in this newspa-
per plus 83 other Kentucky 
newspapers including The 
Paducah Sun, Kentucky 
New Era (Hopkinsville), 
The Sturgis News, The 
(Princeton) Times Leader, 
The (Providence) Jour-
nal-Enterprise, The Union 
County Advocate, The 
Henderson Gleaner, The 
Livingston Ledger and The 
(Madisonville) Messenger 
and for only $250. Save 
time and money by making 
one call for all! For more in-
formation, contact the clas-
sified department at (270) 
965-3191 or email us at ad-
vertising@the-press.com.

legal notice
Notice is hereby given that 
on January 6, 2021 Larry 
Woodall of 227 Rochester 
Ave., Marion, Ky. 42064 
was appointed administra-
tor of Robert Earl Woodall, 
deceased, whose address 
was 229 Rochester Ave., 
Marion, Ky. 42064. Rebec-
ca J. Johnson, attorney.
All persons having claims 
against said estate are 
hereby notified to present 
the same properly proven 
as required by law to the 
administrator before the 
6th day July, 2021 and all 
claims not so proven and 
presented by that date 
shall be forever barred.
All persons indebted to the 
estate of the above-named 
decedent, will please call 
and settle said debts im-
mediately.
Crittenden District Court
Melissa Guill, Clerk 
(1t-27-c)

statewides
ATTORNEY

Denied Social Security 
Disability? Appeal! If you’re 
50+, filed SSD and denied, 
our attorneys can help get 
you approved! No money 

out of pocket! Call 1-855-
980-5461
SERIOUSLY INJURED in 
an AUTO ACCIDENT? Let 
us fight for you! Our net-
work has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today 
for a FREE consultation! 
1-844-423-8835

AUTOMOBILES
CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, 
totaled – it doesn’t matter! 
Get free towing and same 
day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-258-
7036
Donate your car, truck or 
van. Help veterans find 
jobs or start a business. 
Call Patriotic Hearts Foun-
dation. Fast, FREE pick-
up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! 
Call 1-866-495-0115

CABLE/UTILITIES
DIRECTV - Every live foot-
ball game, every Sunday - 
anywhere - on your favorite 
device. Restrictions apply. 
Call IVS - 1-866-292-5435
DIRECTV NOW. No Satel-
lite Needed. $40/month. 65  
Channels. Stream Break-
ing News, Live Events, 
Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. 
No Commitment. CALL 
1-844-448-9318
DISH Network. $59.99 for 
190 Channels! Blazing 
Fast Internet, $19.99/mo. 
(where available.) Switch 
& Get a FREE $100 Visa 
Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL 
Devices. Call today! 1-855-
633-4574

CELLULAR
Two great new offers from 
AT&T Wireless! Ask how to 
get the new iPhone 11 or 
Next Generation Samsung 
Galaxy S10e ON US with 
AT&T’s Buy one, Give One 
offer. While supplies last! 
CALL 1-866-478-8859

FINANCIAL SERVICES
Attention all homeowners 
in jeopardy of Foreclosure? 
We can help stop your 
home from foreclosures. 
The Foreclosure Defense 
helpline can help save your 
home. The Call is absolute-
ly free. 1-855-685-9465
The COVID crisis has cost 
us all something. Many 
have lost jobs and finan-
cial security. Have $10K In 
Debt? Credit Cards. Med-
ical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! 
We can help! Get a FREE 
debt relief quote: Call 
1-877-934-0632
Wesley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 
2019. Get free information-
al package and learn how 
to get rid of your timeshare! 
Free consultations. Over 
450 positive reviews. Call 
855-977-4979

HEALTH SERVICE
LIVE PAIN FREE with 
CBD products from Ace 
Wellness. We guarantee 
highest quality, most com-
petitive pricing on CBD 
products. Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. 
Coupon Code: PRINT20 
Call Now 855-780-8704
HELP WANTED – TRUCK 

DRIVERS
NEW STARTING BASE 
PAY - .50 cpm w/ option 
to make .60 cpm for Class 
A CDL Flatbed Drivers, 
Excellent Benefits, Home 
Weekends, Call 800-
648-9915 or www.boy-
dandsons.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule 
a FREE LeafFilter estimate 
today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts. Call 1-866-
329-2415
Thinking about installing 
a new shower? American 
Standard makes it easy. 
FREE design consultation. 
Enjoy your shower again! 
Call 1-833-443-0437 today 

to see how you can save 
$1,000 on installation, or 
visit www.newshowerdeal.
com/kypress
BATHROOM RENOVA-
TIONS. EASY, ONE DAY 
updates! We specialize in 
safe bathing. Grab bars, 
no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free-in-
home consultation: 1-844-
519-3621
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY

HOME SERVICES
GENERAC Standby Gen-
erators provide backup 
power during utility power 
outages, so your home and 
family stay safe and com-
fortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty 
($695 value!). Request a 
free quote today! Call for 
additional terms and condi-
tions. 1-844-688-8576
The Generac PWRcell, a 
solar plus battery storage 
system. SAVE money, re-
duce your reliance on the 
grid, prepare for power 
outages and power your 
home. Full installation ser-
vices available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request 
a FREE, no obligation, 
quote today. Call 1-844-
499-0041
INSURANCE SERVICES

New Medicare Part D Insu-
lin Savings Model.  Stable, 
Predictable Insulin Copays 
throughout 2021!  $35/ 
Month through Deductible, 
Initial, and Coverage Gap 
stages.  Cumberland Ben-
efits, 502.386.7857
DENTAL INSURANCE 
from Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company. Cov-
erage for 350 plus proce-
dures. Real dental insur-
ance - NOT just a discount 
plan. Do not wait! Call now! 
Get your FREE Dental In-

formation Kit with all the 
details! 1-855-900-7392 
www.dental50plus.com/26 
#6258
Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! 
No medical exam or health 
questions. Cash to help 
pay funeral and other final 
expenses. Call Physicians 
Life Insurance Company- 
844-950-2448 or visit www.
Life55plus.info/kypress

MEDICAL
HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/
get one FREE!! High-qual-
ity rechargeable Nano 
hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. 
Nearly invisible! 45-day 
money back guarantee! 
1-855-491-9600
Stay in your home longer 
with an American Standard 
Walk-In Bathtub. Receive 
up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and in-
stallation! Call us at 1-877-
530-1935 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/KY
Portable Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with 
the compact design and 
long-lasting battery of Ino-
gen One. Free information 
kit! Call 844-254-2147

MISCELLANEOUS
Earthlink High Speed In-
ternet. As Low As $14.95/
month (for the first 3 
months.) Reliable High 
Speed Fiber Optic Technol-
ogy. Stream Videos, Music 
and More! Call Earthlink 
Today 1-866-930-8254
HughesNet Satellite In-
ternet – Finally, no hard 
data limits! Call today for 
speeds up to 25mbps as 
low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift 
card, terms apply. 1-844-
759-0616
4G LTE Home Internet 
Now Available! Get GotW3 
with lightning fast speeds 
plus take you service with 
you when you travel! As 
low as $109.99/mo! 1-888-

610-0053
ATTENTION HOMEOWN-
ERS!! YOU CAN PRO-
TECT YOUR APPLIANC-
ES AND SYSTEMS. For 
just a little more than a 
$1.00/day. Call now for 
First month free, $75.00/off 
1st year. 1-855-536-7294

MOVING COMPANIES
Cross Country Moving, 
Long distance Moving 
Company, out of state 
move $799 Long Distance 
Movers. Get Free quote on 
your Long distance move. 
Call 1-866-277-4555.

PROFESSIONAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Become a Published Au-
thor. We want to Read 
Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Au-
thors Since 1920 Book 

manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, 
Promotion and Distribution 
Call for Your Free Author`s 
Guide 1-855-209-2951 or 
visit http://dorranceinfo.
com/Kentucky

TAX SERVICES
Need IRS Relief $10K – 
125K+ Get Fresh Start or 
Forgiveness. Call 1-855-
897-7657 Monday through 
Friday 7AM-5PM PST
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SIGNAL
Continued from page 1
strength and availability
of internet signal for res-
idents and businesses.
They are toying with
ideas that could include
local government invest-
ment in building a re-
gional internet service
provider, but they would
prefer to have a private
ISP do it, or partner with
government in develop-
ing a reliable internet
connection for folks from
Needmore to Lamasco,
Burna to Shady Grove
and all points in be-
tween.
How USDA is involved
To reach homes, farms

and businesses in remote
places like Cresswell,
Sheridan and Hampton,
local leaders are looking
to USDA’s Department
for Rural Development
for help.
Legg said USDA Rural

Development can help
with funding and help
provide some expertise to
the regional effort. She
applauded the four coun-
ties for their time and ef-
fort.
“Congratulations to

you four county judges.
Your leadership is ex-
traordinary in Kentucky
where we are not seeing
as much as we need to
see,” Legg said.
Understanding the

landscape of digital
telecommunication can
be overwhelming, Legg
said. She encouraged
local leaders to continue
aggressively pursuing
broadband options. Such
efforts can prompt large
providers to drop prices,
improve quality and ex-
pand services because
they don’t particularly
want further competition.
USDA is the entity for

providing “last mile”
funding to projects, Legg
said. It was the same
agency that helped pro-
vide electricity and water
to rural areas last cen-
tury.
The lack of quality in-

ternet service has been
grossly exposed by the
pandemic, county lead-
ers say. With schools,
meetings, business and
sporting events all being
cast simultaneously on
the World Wide Web it’s
overloading the pipe, ex-
plains Crittenden County
Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom.
At December’s Critten-

den County Fiscal Court
meeting, Newcom and
Davenport led discus-
sions of broadband is-
sues, including
misrepresentation of
download and upload
speeds by ISPs, past and
future grants available
for improving access to
high-speed internet and
the proposition of seeing
improvements, with serv-
ice perhaps being pro-
vided by local electric
cooperative Kenergy.
Davenport traces a

long, bureaucratic story
about how service
providers, including

AT&T which is a preva-
lent source for internet in
this area, received mil-
lions of dollars from the
government to build a
fiber-based backbone
that could serve cus-
tomers in rural western
Kentucky. The compa-
nies are supposed to be
held accountable by the
FCC, she explains. Sev-
eral states, including
Kentucky, are starting to
feel like they’ve gotten the
shaft, she added, believ-
ing the service is not as
broad nor signal as
strong as is being por-
trayed in reporting by
providers to the FCC. 
Bad data slow progress
Newcom said the FCC

has built a database –
largely from information
given to it from service
providers – that shows
16,000 homes in Critten-
den and neighboring
counties are served by
high-speed broadband.
He said that same data-
base indicates there are
only 400 underserved
homes.
“That’s ridiculous,” he

said. “We have 400 un-
derserved homes in this
county alone.”

“Internet is a huge
issue,” adds Davenport.
“It’s a huge issue in our
region. It was a huge
issue a year ago, before
the pandemic, and it will
probably still be a huge
issue a year from now.”
What’s even more frus-

trating, adds Davenport,
is that in some cases
fiberoptic line capable of
beefing up anyone’s in-
ternet speed is a stone’s
throw away, installed
years ago with govern-
ment subsidies by AT&T
to rural areas all over
western Kentucky, in-
cluding Crittenden
County.
“There are people with

fiber literally in their
yards, but they cannot
tap onto it because (the
provider) will not provide
service,” she said. 
The Lake Barkley Part-

nership, Pennyrile Area
Development District and
judge-executives from
Crittenden, Lyon, Cald-
well and Livingston
counties have been work-
ing on a joint regional ef-
fort to expose flaws in the
system and open the
door for a new commer-
cial provider to step in

and provide what’s com-
monly called “the last
mile.” That means taking
the internet infrastruc-
ture that exists and plug-
ging it into homes where
kids can do homework,
families can watch Netflix
and mom and dad can
telecommute for their
jobs. 
“It’s going to take a

while,” Davenport ad-
mits, but the wheels are
in motion and state and
local leaders are starting
to see through the bu-
reaucratic fog that’s
hampered progress over
the past several years.
Early stages of change
Davenport says the ef-

fort is still in its “educa-
tional” phase where local
leaders are learning the
landscape before they
can develop a plan to ei-
ther attract a new
provider or become one
themselves.
Legg, the USDA’s liai-

son for rural develop-
ment in Kentucky, has
extensive experience in
rural utilities and
telecommunications. She
said the USDA’s Depart-
ment of Rural Develop-
ment – or its preceding
governmental agencies –
was instrumental in
bringing power and water
to rural America decades
ago and it’s the logical
conduit for improving
broadband access to re-
mote parts of the state. 
“The USDA specializes

in the last mile,” she said
because for-profit, pri-
vate companies will likely
never finish the job of
taking high-speed inter-
net to far-flung areas.
“If they haven’t gotten

to you by now, they’re
probably not gong to,”
Legg told county leaders
last week. 
That’s where govern-

ment steps in, she ex-
plains. The USDA is
charged with developing
programs that benefit

rural America, and with
the demand growing ever
so rapidly for reliable
broadband, that’s where
millions of taxpayer dol-
lars are being aimed. 
To get the ball rolling,

this coalition of local
leaders from surrounding
counties has commis-
sioned some specialized
work by experts in the
te l ecommunica t ions
field.
“We have partnered to-

gether to fund a regional
internet feasibility study
that evaluates the best
type of internet infra-
structure – fixed wireless,
fiber or a combination of
the two – design of the
tower network, identifica-
tion of existing service
providers, design recom-
mendations, grant fund-
ing analysis, rate of
return and overall cost to
build the network,” Dav-
enport wrote in a presen-
tation that was delivered
recently to county magis-
trates.
“This study gives us

more information we
need to identify potential
private sector partners to
bring reliable and afford-
able internet to the re-
gion,” she adds. 
Key is finding a provider
She said there are pos-

sibly USDA and FCC
funds available to help
improve broadband op-
tions here. Again, finding
a provider to finish the
job and qualify for grants

takes time. However, just
a few weeks ago, Rural
Electric Cooperative Con-
sort ium,Windstream
Services and Space Ex-
ploration Technologies
Corporation were among
bidders for millions of
dollars in support from
the Rural Digital Oppor-
tunity Fund (RDOF).
Those providers will be
jockeying for about $5
million from the FCC to
wire homes in the four-
county area with high-
speed internet. About
$1.3 million is ear-
marked for Crittenden
County. 
Davenport said more

information about those
companies’ plans should
be forthcoming in Febru-
ary. Right now they can-
not even discuss their
bids or plans for provid-
ing service. Local leaders
say Kenergy, which is a
rural electric cooperative,
could be a natural
provider for Crittenden,
Lyon and part of Cald-
well counties. 
If existing telecommu-

nications companies do
not show a willingness to
be a broadband provider
to the region, it appears
that the four-county
group is ready to explore
the idea of either building
its own system or enter-
ing into some type of
public-private agreement
with an existing or
emerging provider. 

50 YEARS AGO
January 14, 1971
n For the second consecutive
year, Marion was named an
“All-Kentucky City” by the
state Chamber of Commerce.
Eleven other cities in Ken-
tucky were also given the title. 
n The Rockets basketball
team beat Lyon County 77-63
at a home game. 
n Willard Mott of Crittenden
County invented a remote
control unit that would start
his car automatically. He en-
tered the invention with the
U.S. Patent Office. 
n Six Crittenden County resi-
dents were appointed to lead-
ership posts in the 1971 Heart
Fund Drive. They were: Mrs.
Wendell Roberts to serve as
Crittenden County Heart Fund
Chairman; Mrs. Marjorie Yan-
dell, as Marion Heart Sunday
Chairman; Mrs. R.M. Bran-

don, as Marion Business Gifts
Chairman; Mrs. H.D. Sul-
lenger, as Marion Business
Gifts Co-Chairman; Mrs. Don
Watson, as Crittenden County
Publicity Chairman and Mrs.
Maggie Helen Davidson as
Crittenden County Heart Fund
Treasurer. 

25 YEARS AGO
January 11, 1996
n Karen Woodall was sworn
in as Assistant Crittenden
County Attorney. She had sev-
eral responsibilities including
covering for county attorney
Alan Stout when he was un-
able to attend District Court. 
n Asbridge Taekwon-Do in
Marion held a black belt test
and seminar. Students that
participated in the seminar
were James Ivy, Justin As-
bridge, Scott James, Billy
Marvel, Will Ford, Scotty Hop-

kins, Drew Hopkins, Ashley
Travis, Ashley Turley, Scott
McClellan, Evan Morris and
David West. Justin Asbridge,
James Ivy and Billy Marvel
were all promoted to first-de-
gree black belt. 

10 YEARS AGO
January 13, 2011

n Dr. Rex Manayan joined
Crittenden Hospital as a gen-
eral surgeon. Manayan re-
ceived his undergraduate and
graduate degrees in biology
from the University of Califor-
nia at San Diego. His doctoral
degree in medicine comes
from Tufts University School
of Medicine in Boston where
he received clinical and pre-
clinical honors in surgery,
medicine, cardiology, cell de-
velopment, biochemistry and
tissue and molecular biology. 
n Rachel Byford of Marion
graduated from Murray State
University. She earned a
bachelor of science degree in
interdisciplinary early child-
hood education. 
n Jordan James of Marion
earned a spot on the Presi-
dent’s List at Southeast Illinois
College.
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Are you or a loved one managing
cancer treatment or in remission? 
Would you like some information

about managing physical and emo-
tional health for you and your
loved one during this time? 
People might have questions but

don’t know who to ask when it
comes to maintaining overall
health during cancer treatments.
You might have questions about
cancer-related words your health-
care provider is using, what foods
to eat, or even how to talk to some-
one who has cancer. Fortunately,
there may be a program that is
just right for you. 
According to the CDC, Kentucky

has the highest rate of cancer-re-
lated deaths in the country. Each
year, cancer affects millions of peo-
ple in Kentucky whether as a pa-
tient, caregiver, family member, or
friend. 
Kentucky Cooperative Extension

Service has developed the Kick
Kentucky Cancer program to pro-
vide practical information regard-
ing the management of cancer

treatment and recovery. 
Crittenden County Extension of-

fice will be hosting a five-lesson
program called Kick Kentucky
Cancer beginning this month. 
The first session, “Understand-

ing the Basics of Cancer,” will be
offered remotely by Zoom at 6
p.m., on Jan. 21 and again at 10
a.m., on Jan. 25. 
Call the Crittenden County Ex-

tension office at 270-965-5236 to
get the Zoom link and lesson ma-
terial.  
The program will provide an

overview of physical health, nutri-
tion, mental and emotional health,
as well as communicating and
helping caregivers. This program is
for anyone whose life has been
touched by cancer. You could walk
away from this program with prac-
tical tips to use right away, the Ex-
tension service says.
For more information contact

Janeen Tramble, Crittenden
County Family Consumer Sciences
Agent at Jtramble@uky.edu or
270-350-0395 or 270-965-5236.

Livingston County Judge-Executive Garrett Gruber
checks a message on his smartphone as he and other
area leaders listen to USDA Rural Development Direc-
tor Hilda Legg at last week’s meeting in Marion.

Extension
offering
cancer
program



THE CRITTENDEN PRESS, Marion, Kentucky 42064, Thursday, January 14, 2021                                                                                                                                 9 

Ally Echols grew up a
Kentucky fan in Shep-
herdsville and met her
husband, Thomas Paine
Echols, a few months be-
fore he graduated high
school there. 
Tom Echols, who was a

year older, was from a
m i l i t a r y
family. His
father was
in the
C o a s t
Guard and
he had nu-
m e r o u s
other fam-
ily mem-
bers who
had been
in the mili-
tary. His
o l d e r
b r o t h e r
joined the Marines when
he graduated high school
and Tom did the same in
2004.
“He was a military brat

and was always inter-
ested in the military and
knew that’s what he
wanted to do,” Ally
Echols said. 
She graduated in 2005

when Tom, a Michigan
native who moved to
Kentucky at age 10, was
on his first tour in Iraq.
He came home in Octo-
ber of 2005 and they
were married. He got or-
ders to return to Iraq in
2006 and deployed in
September. She found
out a week before his de-
ployment she was preg-
nant with their daughter,
Julia. However, he died
Dec. 4, 2006, about five
months before Julia was
born. 
“It was kind of ironic

her birth ended up being
the day his unit got home
from Iraq,” Ally said.
“Tom was in Ramadi, one
of the world’s most dan-
gerous cities in 2006. If
Tom had to go, that’s
how he would have
wanted it. He loved being
in the Marines. They
(other Marines with him)
were his best friends. He
would not have wanted to
go any other way.”
Ally Echols now lives in

Elizabethtown — a block
away from her sister and
her children — and was
running on a treadmill
one day when Kentucky
was playing football on
TV. That’s the first time
she heard the name
Brandin Echols, a UK
cornerback.
“I was more focused on

running and breathing
but thought, ‘Did I just
hear my name?’ Echols is
not a common name. I
looked it up and it was so
cool to hear your last
name said correctly on
national TV and he
turned out to be such a
crucial player,” Alyson
Echols said.
Several family mem-

bers and friends have

memory bracelets honor-
ing her husband. Some
had broken and she was
ordering more recently
when her daughter,
Julia, suggested sending
one to Brandin Echols. 
“I did some research to

see if we could get one to
him,” Alyson Echols said.
She reached out to

Susan Lax, director of
athletic communications
and public relations for
UK football.  Within 24
hours, she heard back
from Lax.
“She gave me her per-

sonal information, so it
was pretty easy to get the
bracelet to Brandin,”
Alyson Echols said.
Ally was watching the

Gator Bowl on what
would have been her
husband’s 35th birthday
with his sister when
Brandin Echols flopped
to help draw a personal
foul penalty on North
Carolina State. She loved
it.
“Tom’s sister and I

laughed until we cried
when he got pushed and
flopped,” Alyson said.
That was something Tom
would have done. He was
a goofball just like that.
We were hysterical.”
Brandin Echols made

it clear before the game
he was honored to be
wearing the memorial
bracelet of Tom Echols.
“I want to thank

Thomas Paine Echols
and his family for allow-
ing me to support him
and wear his wristband.
It’s a big honor,” the UK
cornerback said.
It was also a gesture

that Ally Echols and her
family will never forget.
“Any opportunity I get

to where people can learn
about him and his name,
I’ll do it. That’s how you
keep people alive.  Just
tell their story,” Ally
Echols said. “These men
were husbands, fathers.
Any chance I get to share
Tom’s story, I will. I’m
just so appreciative UK
and Brandin were willing
to do this for us.”
-------------------------
Recently Kentucky

coach John Calipari tried
to compare the emer-
gence of Dontaie Allen to
former UK stars Shai
Gilgeous-Alexander and
Immanuel Quickley be-
cause they both did not
emerge as standout play-
ers until the middle of
the season.
However, the compari-

son is not quite the
same. Gilgeous-Alexan-
der started just two of
UK’s first 15 games his
freshman season before
becoming the starting
point guard, earned SEC
Tournament MVP honors
and being picked 11th in
the 2018 NBA Draft.
Quickley also started

just five of UK’s first 15

games last year. But like
Gilgeous-Alexander, he
played in every game he
did not start. Plus he had
played extensively as a
freshman. Quickly blos-
somed into the SEC
Player of the Year and be-
came the 25th pick in the
NBA draft a few months
ago.
Calipari cited the pa-

tience both Quickley and
Gilgeous-Alexander had
before they became stars.
Allen could not play last
year due to injuries but
played just 20 minutes in
UK’s first seven games
before getting 23 points
at Mississippi State, 14
against Vanderbilt and
six points against
Florida. He's 11-for-16
from 3-point range in the
three SEC wins.
“I think he has given us

hope with this team,”
Keaton Belcher, Allen’s
high school coach at
Pendleton County, said.
“We don’t know what
might happen the rest of
the year. COVID could
wipe it out. Games get
bigger and more exciting. 
“Dontaie has become a

fan favorite not only in
Kentucky, but nationally.
What he has done has
been super for the whole
state, but especially
Pendleton Countians.”
Belcher knows many

questioned Allen’s ability
because of the level of
competition Pendleton
County played. He didn’t
have an elite national
schedule like prep teams
play.
“But our schedule was

not bad. We played in
Marshall County
Hoopfest. We traveled a
lot to play teams in dif-
ferent regions,” Belcher
said. “Him scoring a lot
in college is not surpris-
ing to me but it probably
is to an average fan for
him to do it at this level.
But he can shoot. Always
could and always will be
able to do that.”
Allen is not going to

blossom into a first-
round draft pick this year
like Gilgeous-Alexander
and Quickley did but he’s
doing what he can to
take advantage of his ex-
tended playing time.
“He’s a much more well

rounded in the game of
basketball than people
think,” Belcher said. “I’m
just glad people have
been getting a chance to
see that.”
He’s also intensely

loyal. Teammate Bran-
don Boston was booed
during UK’s win over
Vanderbilt when he
missed a shot.
“I don’t like that. That’s

my teammate. That’s my
brother. At the end of the
day, I’m always going to
have his back. I feel like
everyone in BBN, every-
one should be there for
him and support him
during this time because
when he’s doing good, I
think people are going to

switch and they’re going
to be supporting him,”
Allen said. 
-------------------------
Kentucky defensive

lineman Josh Paschal
learned a lot from former
All-American linebacker
Josh Allen, a national de-
fensive player of the year
at UK before becoming a
first-round draft pick of
the Jacksonville Jaguars.
“He played the game

with extreme passion. I
remember the jump that
he made from his junior
year to his senior year
was tremendous,”
Paschal, who announced
last week he would stay
at UK for another season,
said.
That jump in play

made Allen a lot of money
with his first NFL con-
tract but Paschal said
Allen’s success his senior
season was no accident.
“You could really tell

that it was going to hap-
pen just because of his
work ethic and the way
that he would work when
we had workouts and not
only during the workout,
but the work that he’ll
put in after as well,”
Paschal, who played two
years with Allen at UK,
said.
“It was much more

than just a game to Josh.
You could tell that once
he had (his son) Wes, he
really turned things up.
Everything that he has
now is a byproduct of his
hard work and him being
appreciative of everything
around him and what it
took to get there.”
-------------------------
Philadelphia felt like it

got a steal in the NBA
draft when Kentucky
guard Tyrese Maxey fell
to the 21st pick and the
rookie has done nothing
to disappoint the 76ers.
He averaged 10.1 points,
2.2 rebounds and 18.6
minutes per game while
shooting 49 percent from
the field.
He really turned heads

in his first start in game
10 against Denver. He
went 18-for-33 from the
field and scored 39
points in 44 minutes. He
also added seven re-
bounds, six assists and
two steals.
“He was great,” 76ers

coach Doc Rivers said.
“We needed him to be
and we told him that be-
fore the game. He didn’t
do it in a way where it
looked like he was
searching for shots. He
did it in a way where he
ran the offense and got it
in the flow. I’m really
happy for him and not
only just his scoring, he
really didn’t turn the ball
over, he had a great as-
sist night, he had a great
rebound night, he did a
lot of things for us
tonight.”
It was the highest-

scoring game by a rookie
this season and most
points scored by a

Philadelphia rookie since
Allen Iverson got 40 in
1997. It was also the
most points by a 76ers
rookie in his first career
start since 1970. Maxey
became the youngest
76er at 20 years, 66 days
to have a 35-point game
and just the 14th NBA
player to score 39 points
at age 20 or younger
while shooting 55 per-
cent from the field.
That’s not all. Maxey

became just the eighth
NBA player with 35
points, five assists and
five rebounds in one of
his first 10 career games.
The others are Frank
Selvy, Oscar Robertson,
Geoff Petrie, Alvan
Adams, Tom Gugliotta,
Iverson and Brandon
Jennings. Only Maxey
and Jennings have done
it in the last 20 years. 
The former UK star be-

came just the fifth rookie
to have 39 points, six or
more assists and two or
fewer turnovers. The
other four are prominent
names — LeBron James,
Michael Jordan, Dono-
van Mitchell and Steph
Curry.
Rivers did not think

Maxey’s performance
was a fluke 
“I’m telling you, he’s

going to be a terrific
player,” Rivers said after
the game. “He’s going to
keep getting better. He’s
gonna keep getting
smarter by just playing
with all these vets.”
-------------------------
Several Kentucky bas-

ketball players have
turned off their social
media accounts this sea-
son because of fan criti-
cism over UK’s 1-6 start.
Freshman Brandon
Boston was even booed
in Rupp Arena and has
had coach John Calipari
publicly pleading for fans
to support him. 
What impact does neg-

ative social media have
on recruiting? Do other
schools use the passion
of Kentucky fans when
they are upset against

UK in recruiting?
“It’s Kentucky. You

come here because it is
the highest level of col-
lege basketball. With
everything there’s going
to be the pros and cons.
People will probably try
and negatively recruit
against us,” Kentucky
assistant coach Jai
Lucas said.
The newest UK assis-

tant said Calipari and his
staff recruit players who
understand what they
are walking into with the
Cats.
“They understand what

they’re coming into and
the expectations and
everything that comes
along with it. It’s some-
thing that he does a great
job of laying out in front
of them,” Lucas said.
“Even when we were

talking about the job (as
assistant coach) and
everything, he explained
it to me, too. So, it’s
something that you kind
of embrace and it’s some-
thing you kind of want if
you’re a competitor.”
-------------------------
Quote of the Week:

“He’s looked predeter-
mined and at times out-
right selfish jacking
tough pull-ups and bar-
reling into traffic for of-
fensive fouls. His lack of
strength has made it dif-
ficult for him to play
through contact and will
likely be an issue in the
NBA early on,” ESPN
NBA draft analyst
Jonathan Givony on UK
freshman Brandon
Boston.
Quote of the Week 2: “I

enjoyed it. I am a football
junkie. I love football and
that was a chance to
show fans who I am not
so much as a player and
not to be politically cor-
rect all the time and talk
how you all talk. But you
all go crazy though. I saw
that. You all go crazy on
the Internet,” UK nose
guard Quinton Bohanna
on tweeting live during
games this season when
he was injured.

Larry
Vaught
UK Sports Columnist

Vaught’s
Views

Echols flop, recognition make for special bowl

CRITTENDEN MIDDLE SCHOOL
BASKETBALL SUMMARIES

CCMS 8th Grade Girls
Webster 39, Crittenden 26

Anna Boone 8, Elliot Evans 1, Andrea Federico 2, Ma-
diosn Walker 4, Bristyn Rushing 8, Chloe Hunt 2.

CCMS 7th Grade Girls
Crittenden 40, Webster 16

Anna Boone 17, Elliot Evans 4, Andrea Federico 2, Elle
McDaniel 2, Madison Walker 2, Bristyn Rushing 5, Chloe
hunt 2, Haylie Hunt 2, Georgia Holeman 4.

CCMS 8th Grade Boys
Crittenden 38, Trigg 26

Brady Belt 1, Avery Thompson 6, Cam’Ron Belcher 2,
Brysen Walker 2, Chase Conyer 16, KaidenTravis 11.

CCMS 7th Grade Boys
Crittenden 33, Trigg 31

Isaac James 1, Avery Thompson 6, Brysen Walker 15,
Quinn Summers 3, Levi Suddoth 6, Brayden Poindexter
2.



With basketball
game atten-
dance sharply
curbed by the
pandemic, all
home boys’ and
girls’ games, and
some on the road, will be broad-
cast on NFHS Network. Subscrip-
tions to the network start at
$10.99 a month.
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LOCAL SPORTS

BASKETBALL
2nd Region Preseason 
Area Media Poll

GIRLS
Rank         Team              Last Week
1. Henderson County              1
2. Webster County                   2
3. Christian County                  3
4. Crittenden County               5
5. Madisonville                         4
6. Hopkinsville                         6
7. Union County                       9       
8. Lyon County                        NR
9. Trigg County                        7
10. Caldwell County                8

BOYS
1. Lyon County                        1
2. Christian County                  2
3. University Heights               3
4. Madisonville                         4
5. Hopkinsville                         5
6. Webster County                   6
7. Henderson County              7
8. Crittenden County               8
9. Trigg County                        10
10. Union County                     NR

FOOTBALL
2021 CCHS schedule
Here is Crittenden County’s 2021

high school football schedule:
Aug. 20 Murray
Aug. 27 at Webster County
Sept. 3 at Madisonville
Sept. 10 Caldwell County
Sept. 17 at Hancock County
Sept. 24 at Union County
Oct. 1 Bethlehem
Oct. 8 Bye
Oct. 15 at Fulton County
Oct. 22 Russellville
Oct. 29 Warren Central 
Nov. 5 Playoffs

OUTDOORS
Coyote hunt contest
The annual coyote hunting contest
sponsored by Marion Tourism Com-
mission and Hodge’s Sports and
Apparel will be held on Friday and
Saturday, Feb. 5-6. Entry fee is $30
per two-man team. Hunters must
be registered by 5 p.m., on Friday,
Feb. 5. Check in time at Hodge’s at
5 p.m., Saturday, Feb. 6. Coyotes
must be taken with legal firearms
and night hunting is allowed in ac-
cordance with KDFWR regulations.
The team that harvests the most
coyotes wins the jackpot. 
New regulations allow some rifles

to be used while hunting coyotes at
night. From Dec. 1 through March
31 nighttime hunting is allowed with
a spotlight. Hunters shall not use
any weapon other than a shotgun
or a rifle of 6.5mm Creedmoor cal-
iber or smaller (equivalent to a .264
caliber; .223 and .243 calibers may
be used) on private land. Shotgun
slugs are not allowed.

Local archer champs
Tucker Boudro and Jeremiah

Foster, both of Crittenden County,
were first-place winners in a
Daviess County Indoor Regional
archery competition on Saturday.
Boudro won the Youth Male Open
and Foster won the Young Adult
Male Open. 

Hunting Seasons
Here are some of the key hunting

opportunities currently in season or
coming up soon: 
Deer Archery             Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Turkey Archery         Sept. 5 - Jan. 18
Deer Crossbow       Sept. 19 - Jan. 18
Quail, Rabbit            Nov. 16 - Feb. 10
Turkey Crossbow    Nov. 14 - Dec. 31
Squirrel                    Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Bobcat Trapping      Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Hunting             Nov. 16 - Feb. 28
Fox Trapping           Nov. 16 - Feb. 28 
Canada Goose        Nov. 26 - Feb. 15
Bobcat Hunting        Nov. 28 - Feb. 28
Duck                          Dec. 7 - Jan. 31
Youth Waterfowl                     Feb. 6-7
Coyote                             Year Round
Groundhog                       Year Round

JV Captain, Micah Newcom
Most Valuable JV Offensive Player,
Gattin Travis
Most Valuable JV Defensive Player,
Rowen Perkins
Tackling Points Leaders, 1. Tyler
Boone, 2. Caden McCalister, 3. Dylan
Yates, 4. Noah McGowan. 
RBI Leaders 1. Tyler Boone, 2. Dylan
Yates, 3. Caden McCalister, 4. Preston
Turley, 5. Braxton Winders.
Roach Award Preston Turley
Hitman Award, Caden McCalister
Caused/Recovered Turnover Cham-
pion, Caden McCalister
Most Improved Special Team Player,
Braxton Winders
Most Improved Offensive Players,
Kaleb Nesbitt, Preston Morgeson
Most Improved Defensive Player,

Trace Derrington
Solid Rocket Coaches Award Logan
Bailey, Noah McGowan
Rocket Football Captains, Caden Mc-
Calister, Tyler Boone
Most Valuable Special Team Player,
Noah Perkins
Most Valuable Lineman, Dylan Yates
Most Valuable Defensive Player,
Tyler Boone
Most Valuable Offensive Player, Xan-
der Tabor
Marion Feed Mill “Grit Iron” Award,
Ian Ellington
Crittenden Press/Paul E. Mick Lead-
ership Award, Tyler Boone
Greg “Dozer” Belt Award, Braxton
Winders, Caden McCalister
Most Valuable Player Award, Tyler
Boone

Due to pandemic concerns, the typical post-season Rocket football awards banquet
was not held. Instead, there was a virtual awards presentation made on YouTube
with CCHS coaches. You can watch it at The Press YouTube channel.

STAFF REPORT
Crittenden County over-

came a big outing for Union
County’s Izaiah Manuel,
who scored 35 points in a
loss, Saturday at Rocket
Arena.
The Rockets beat Union

68-64 in a nail-biter. Bal-
anced scoring led the way
with Preston Turley getting
20 points and Gabe Mott
and Tyler Boone adding a
dozen apiece.
The boys hosted Muhlen-

berg County in COVID-
substituted game for one
they lost from the schedule
this week. Crittenden lost
71-53 to the Mustangs,
who drained 10 treys. Pre-
son Turley scored a game-
high 27 for the Rockets.
Crittenden County is now

1-2 on the season. The
boys received a first-round
bye in the All A Classic and
will play Caldwell County
on Friday in the semifinal

round at Lyon County.
Winner plays Lyon in title
game Saturday.

Muhlenberg Co.16    31   54    71
Crittenden Co.  15    27   35    53
MUHLENBERG - Lovell 11, Rose
3, Divine 13, Summers, Lovan 18,
Carver, Vincent 18, Johnston,
McCoy 8. FG 24. 3-pointers 10.
FT 13-18.
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 5,
Champion 2, Winders, Mott 11,
Beverly, Boone 8, Adamson,
Dobyns, Carlson, Derrington, Tur-
ley 27. 3-pointers 2 (Morgeson,
Mott). FT 9-14.

Union County    11    27   46    64
Crittenden Co.  11    34   59    68
UNION - Corbet 2, MacKey 7,
Hughes 4, Kanipe 4, Johnson 4,
King 5, Manuel 35, Mayes 4,
K.Manuel. FG 22. 3-pointers
(Manuel 4, MacKey). FT 15-21.
CRITTENDEN - Morgeson 9,
Champion, Winders, Mott 12,
Boone 12, Adamson, Dobyns 9,
Carlson 6, Turley 20. FG 23. 3-
pointers 4 (Morgeson, Dobyns 3).

STAFF REPORT
The Lady Rockets will play

Dawson Springs at 6 p.m.,
Thursday at Smithland in a
semifinal of the All A Classic.
Crittenden beat University

Heights 70-32 in Monday’s
small-school tournament
opener at Hopkinsville. The
Lady Rockets, ranked fourth
overall in the Second Region,
are favorites to win the Classic,
which concludes with Friday
night’s championship on Liv-
ingston Central’s floor.
Crittenden last won the All A

Classic Second Region Tourna-
ment in 2017. This year’s state

All A tournament starts Feb. 16
at Eastern Kentucky Univer-
sity. 
Freshman Riley Smith was

two points from her career high
in the UHA win. She led CCHS
with 15 points.
The girls are now 4-0 on the

season after beating Livingston
Central and Union County last
week. 
Taylor Guess hit two free

throws with nine seconds to
play to give Crittenden a 40-39
win over Union on Saturday.
Guess scored 19 points in the
girls’ 61-30 district win last
Thursday over Livingston.

PHOTOS BY KAYLA MAXFIELD

Flying High
At left, Lady Rockets Kacie Easley and Nahla Wood-
ward crash the boards in a game at Rocket Arena last
week against Livingston Central. Above is freshman
Riley Smith driving to the basket in the same game.
Smith scored a team-high 15 points in Monday’s All
A Classic victory at University Heights. Crittenden
jumped to No. 4 in the regional rankings this week,
after starting the season at No. 5.

2020 CRITTENDEN COUNTY ROCKET FOOTBALL AWARDS

Senior Tyler Boone was named most valuable
player and he earned several other awards. The
award presentation was done virtually on YouTube.
Watch it at The Press YouTube channel.

Crittenden County  26  42  60   70
University Heights  12  21  25   32
CRITTENDEN - Guess 8, Boone,
Moss 2, Duncan 14, Woodward 9,
Smith 15, Hatfield 6, Perryman 2,
Easley 5, Conyer 9, Tapp. FG 30.
3-pointers none. FT 10-22.
UHA - Agree, Daniel 3, Davis 23,
Smith, Bass 2, Northington 4, Litch-
field. FG 11. 3-pointers 1 (Davis).
FT 9-16.

Union County         15  25  33   39
Crittenden County  11  22  31   40
CRITTENDEN – Taylor Guess 15,
Jaelyn Duncan 8, Natalie Boone 8,
Chandler Moss 8, Brylee Conyer 1,
Addie Hatfield, Riley Smith, Nahla
Woodward, Lilly Perryman. FG: 15.
Fouls: 11. Free Throws: 10-14.
UNION – Jralee Roberson 9, Mati
Hagan, Reese Hagan 1, Madison

Morris 9, Raelle Beaven 3, Amelia
Mackey 13, Ella Gough. FG: 15. 3-
Pointers 3: (Morris 1, Mackey 2).
Fouls: 10. Free Throws: 6-13

Crittenden              15 27  50  61 
Livingston               9  16  23  30 
LIVINGSTON- Lauren Wring 12,
Maggie Downey 2, Victoria Joiner
4, Kennedy Croft, Emersyn Ram-
age 5, Aubrey Leahy 4, Erica
Quertermous 2, Mikaela Holeman
1, Hadley Hargove, Kaliegh Va-
landingham, Yvonne Flores, Jody
Gingerich. 
CRITTENDEN - Taylor Guess 19,
Natalie Boone 6, Chandler Moss 2,
Jaelyn Duncan 12, Nahla Wood-
ward 12, Riley Smith 9, Addie Hat-
field, Lilly Perryman, Kacie Easley,
Brylee Conyer 1, Jaylen Tapp.

GAME SUMMARIES

Crittenden County senior Ben Dobyns (right) looks for a way toward
the basket against Union County in a high school basketball game
last week at Rocket Arena.

Rockets beat Union;
fall to Muhlenberg

Lady Rockets vying for
7th All A Classic crown

LADY ROCKET ALL A CLASSIC REGIONAL CROWNS 1998, 1999, 2001, 2008, 2011, 2017



STAFF REPORT
Within a few weeks,

Audubon Area Head
Start will break ground
on a new $7.2 million
preschool education cen-
ter on Chapel Hill Road
that’s billed as “state of
the art” and could wel-
come students early in
2022.
Marion City Council

will meet in special ses-
sion Thursday night to
formally approve a zon-
ing ordinance change
that will clear the way for
Audubon to begin con-
struction. Marion Plan-
ning and Zoning
Commission has already
given its blessing to the
proposal and the city
council introduced a
measure Monday to ac-
cept the plan.
“I am extremely excited

about this,” said City
Councilwoman Phyllis
Sykes, who taught three
decades at the elemen-
tary school where
Audubon has shared the
campus for many years.
Head Start is a nation-

wide program and has
been providing local stu-
dents with a preschool
options in Crittenden
County since 1985.
Audubon, the regional
entity that received a
grant to build the center,
has Head Start programs
in 16 counties from the
Green River west to Liv-
ingston County in Ken-
tucky.
Lynda Dennis, a for-

mer Crittenden County
teacher, manages the
program, here. She says
excitement is building for
the project which will
allow Head Start to ex-
pand beyond its current
service, which currently
includes 62 early Head
Start and preschool stu-
dents.
She said the 16,000-

square-foot facility will
provide plenty of room for
growth in the popular
program that helps to
ready young students for
kindergarten.
Brad Wright, opera-

tions manager for
Audubon Head Start,
said the new facility will
be able to take care of
about 84 students.
Head Start began on

Sturgis Road in Marion
35 years ago with Angel
McDonald and Denise
Croft as teachers. It
moved to the Crittenden
County Elementary
School campus years
later where it has out-

grown its space. Early
Head Start is currently
held in two mobile homes
on campus and pre-
school students are inte-
grated into the
elementary school.
Wright said the local
school district had gently
urged Audubon over the
years to look for a more
spacious facility.
“We desperately need a

more spacious location,”
said Wright. “We have
had mold and standing
water issues at our cur-
rent site. Last year we
spent $90,000 trying to
fix the water issue.”
Dennis said Head Start

students are now on
campus for half-day ses-
sions to avoid overcrowd-
ing. The new facility will
allow for all-day pre-
school.
The proposed building

will be complete with a
self-contained 1,600-
square-foot indoor multi-
purpose room that will
double as a cafeteria and

storm shelter. Students
will learn cafeteria eti-
quette along with other
curriculum that will pro-
vide sound groundwork
for a start to elementary
school classes.
The center will be a

net-zero building mean-
ing its efficiency will be
greatly enhanced to con-
trol costs. Plans are for
solar panels on the roof
to curb power expenses.
There will be two outdoor
playgrounds and the cen-
ter will employ 25 people.
Some will be new hires to
augment current
staffing, Wright said.
Buses will enter and

exit the proposed new fa-
cility off Chapel Hill Road
and car-riders will enter
campus from Rudd
Street. The city council
had previously ques-
tioned the necessity to
increase traffic on the
narrow city street, but
Audubon leaders say
traffic will be minimal be-
cause 60 to 70 percent of
the students are bus rid-
ers.
The building will be lo-

cated directly across
from Tyler Manufactur-
ing, the former Potter
and Brumfield plant.
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Major Investment in Marion
Billed as a “state of the art” facility, the proposed new
Audubon Head Start center will be built with efficiency
in mind, including solar panels to supplement power
and a geo-thermal heating and cooling system. The
new facility will be 16,000 square feet and will be able
to expand preschool opportunities in Crittenden
County. Audubon administrators say it will be one of
the most advanced preschool buildings in Kentucky.

Audubon Head Start’s operations manager Brad
Wright thumbs through blueprints and skematics of
the new building during his presentation to the city
council Monday while site manager Lynda Dennis
goes over some specifics with Councilman Darin
Tabor.

Audubon’s Big Head Start
$7.2 million center coming to Chapel Hill Rd.

The first day of the
2021 Regular Session of
the General
A s s e m b l y
was certainly
different from
those of pre-
vious years.
Face masks,
social dis-
tancing (al-
though there
is nothing so-
cial about it),
technology allowing
members to participate
virtually from anywhere
on the Capitol campus,
and no guests in the
gallery all worked to-
gether to make it a very
strange day. Neverthe-
less, the oath of office
was taken and the Gen-
eral Assembly got down
to business.
The first bill passed by

the House this session
was House Bill 1 which is
aimed at keeping busi-
nesses, schools, nonprof-
its, and other
organizations safely open
during the remainder of
the pandemic that was
brought to our shores by
China. HB-1 provides
clarity and reassurance
for businesses, schools,
parents, and nonprofits.
It would allow any of
these entities to remain
open and operational if
they follow a comprehen-
sive operating plan de-
tailing how they will
adhere to safety guide-
lines established by ei-
ther the Centers for
Disease Control and Pre-
vention (CDC) or the ex-
ecutive branch,
whichever is least restric-
tive. HB-1 also prevents
the Cabinet for Health
and Family Services
(CHFS) from restricting,
modifying or suspending
in-person non-custodial
parental visitation for
children in state care.
Furthermore it requires
the CHFS to establish
guidelines for long-term
care facilities that choose
to allow in-person visits if
it is deemed necessary to
the residents’ health and
mental well-being. I voted
YES, HB-1 passed the
House, and was sent to
the Senate for its consid-
eration where it also
passed. It has been sent
to the Governor for his
action.
In the 2020 session the

General Assembly passed
a bill giving the Attorney
General authority to reg-
ulate abortions, but the
Governor vetoed the bill

and there was no time for
the legislature to override
his veto. This year’s
House Bill 2 (HB-2) does
the same thing. It gives
the Attorney General
rather than the CHFS the
authority to enforce the
Commonwealth’s abor-
tion laws and to seek
both criminal and civil
penalties for any viola-
tions of these laws. In ad-
dition, the bill defines
abortions as elective pro-
cedures rather than es-
sential procedures as the
Governor has mandated
during the pandemic. I
voted YES, HB-2 passed
the House, and was sent
to the Senate for its con-
sideration where it also
passed. It has been sent
to the Governor for his
action.
Senate Bill 1 is a bill

that limits the Governor’s
power – that of the cur-
rent Governor and all fu-
ture Governors - during
emergencies such as the
current pandemic. The
original language in SB-1
was amended several
times before it was finally
passed in the Senate.
The version that came to
the House for its consid-
eration was also
amended. One House
amendment ensured that
in an emergency any
property taken for use as
a result of the Governor’s
orders can only be for the
duration of the emer-
gency, only for public
use, and that any goods
taken as a result of the
Governor’s orders can
only be taken during the
time that there is a short-
age of goods. Another
House amendment limits
emergency Executive Or-
ders, administrative reg-
ulations, or other
directives issued by the
Governor that effect local
governments to 30 days
and specifically asserts
that governmental enti-
ties may not impose re-
strictions on peaceable
assembly or worship. 
As a result, the final

language of SB-1 better
defines limits of executive
authority during States
of Emergency. SB-1 bal-
ances the need for Ken-
tucky to act quickly in an
emergency while ensur-
ing that a Governor does
not overstep the bound-
aries of executive branch
authority. The measure
limits to 30 days any
Emergency Orders is-
sued by a Governor that
place restrictions on the

functioning of schools,
colleges, private busi-
nesses or non-profits, po-
litical, religious, or social
gatherings, places of
worship, or imposes
mandatory quarantine or
isolation requirements. It
also keeps a Governor
from issuing another
Emergency Order based
upon the same or sub-
stantially similar facts
and circumstances as
the original order unless
there has been prior ap-
proval of the General As-
sembly. Additionally, the
General Assembly, by
joint resolution, may ter-
minate a declaration of
emergency at any time. I
voted YES, SB-1 passed
the House and was sent
to the Senate for consid-
eration of the House
amendments. The Senate
agreed to those amend-
ments and SB-1 has
been sent to the Gover-
nor for his action.
Senate Bill 9, known as

the “Born Alive Act”
states that medically ap-
propriate and reasonable
life-saving and life-sus-
taining medical care and
treatment must not be
denied to any infant who
is born alive. A born-alive
infant may not be de-
prived of nourishment
with the intent to cause
or allow the death of the
infant. It prohibits a per-
son from denying or de-
priving a born-alive
infant of medically ap-
propriate and reasonable
medical care, medical
treatment, or surgical
care. It requires a physi-
cian performing an abor-
tion to take all medically
appropriate and reason-
able steps to preserve the
life and health of a born-
alive infant. 
SB-9 specifies that if a

physician chooses not to
perform those duties,
then an attending physi-
cian assistant, advanced
practice registered nurse,
nurse, or other health-
care worker shall assume
those duties. It mandates
that a born-alive infant
shall be treated as a legal
person under the laws of
the Commonwealth and
specifies that any born-
alive infant whose par-
ents file a petition for
voluntary termination of
parental rights shall be-
come a ward of the
CHFS. 
Due to space constraints,

Rep. Bechler’s entire column
is being published at The
Press Online.

Lynn
BECHLER
KY STATE HOUSE

Guest
Commentary

HB 1 aims to keep things open



Late last week, health of-
ficials have confirmed
three new deaths in Crit-
tenden County related to
COVID-19. Those deaths
occurred in late December
or early this month. 
Among those deaths

were longterm care resi-
dents. In Marion, the local
nursing home reported to
state health officials that as
of Dec. 31, there were 52
active cases of the virus
among residents and 30
among staff. Prior to these
cases, the nursing home
had been virtually coron-
avirus-free during the
months long pandemic.
Vaccine has been pro-

vided to long-term care
residents as part of Phase
1A of the governor’s plan
to distribute it. Kentucky
will continue the rest of this
week in Phase 1A of its
four-phase plan to roll out
vaccine to the entire popu-
lation. 
Locally, the process was

so efficient, some commu-
nities, including Crittenden,
began offering the vaccine
to individuals in Phase 1B,
including those age 70 and
over. 
The county was early

this week provided with 40
new doses of vaccine, but

it’s reserved first for health-
care workers. Once the en-
tire demand is met in that
class, individuals age 70
and over who are currently
on oxygen will be given an
opportunity to receive the
balance of the vaccine.
Crittenden County

Judge-Executive Perry
Newcom is a bit frustrated
by the lack of vaccine
being made available here;
however, he understands
it’s a daunting task. He
said the Pennyrile Health
District has been particu-
larly efficient at getting vac-
cine to healthcare workers,
first responders and oth-
ers.
“We have plenty of peo-

ple here who want it,” the
judge said. “We just need
the vaccine.”
Based on his conversa-

tion with state leaders and
healthcare professionals,
Newcom said it appears
that broad distribution of
the vaccine is still a few
weeks away.
“By February this is sup-

posed to get a whole lot
faster,” he said.
He also pointed to the

$40 million that Sen. Mitch
McConnell helped to se-
cure for Kentucky from fed-
eral funds as a great start

toward getting more vac-
cine into the arms of citi-
zens.
Crittenden County has

seen its COVID numbers
spike in recent days. Case
totals have gradually risen
almost every month since
the pandemic began. See
the chart on Page 1 for de-
tails of the growth in cases. 
Over the past couple of

weeks, the county has
seen its seven-day rolling
average well into the Red
on the state’s color-coded
COVID-19 map which is
used to set protocol and
policy. Crittenden has aver-
aged between 40 and 50
cases every seven days
since the holidays.
Gov. Andy Beshear says

the state’s Rainy Day Fund
is at its highest level ever
and wants to make sure
struggling businesses get
some of it. Details are to
be announced soon.
Meanwhile the House

and Senate have taken up
a plan to limit the gover-
nor’s authority when it
comes to using executive
orders to close schools
and businesses. Both
chambers introduced and
approved similar bills and
that have been sent to
Gov. Beshear for action.
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                                  Confirmed              Currently in                Currently            Recovered                      
County                      Cases Ever           Home Isolation        Hospitalized              Cases                   Deaths
Caldwell            876*                   47                     0                 796                21
Crittenden         492*                   79                     3                 391                 9
Livingston         536*                   30                     1                 484                16
Lyon                  422*                   26                     0                 380                12
Trigg                 752*                   63                     2                 667                 6
*Includes new cases this week.      Source: Pennyrile District Health Department

FIVE-COUNTY AREA
Some information current as of Jan. 8; Most cases current as of Jan. 12

Three new COVID deaths reported in county

STAFF REPORT
The pandemic created

its share of chaos for
most of the world, but in
Marion it’s had one posi-
tive affect. That’s less
crime and other personal
mishaps.
Marion Police Chief

Ray O’Neal says COVID-
19 is probably responsi-
ble for curbing
interactions between
people and slowing traf-
fic. With that came a de-
cline in criminal cases
and traffic accidents.
“People are just staying

home more,” said the
chief as he reflected on
year-end data that show
police activity in the city
for 2020.
“March and April were

flat out stay home
months,” O’Neal said.
“COVID is a big reason
for some of our numbers
being down.”
Traffic accidents were

down 36 percent from
2019 and the lowest
they’ve been in the past
five years.
Likewise, criminal in-

vestigations were 35 per-

cent from
the five-
year aver-
age. The
113 cases
opened in
2 0 2 0
were the
l o w e s t
the chief
recalls.
“I remember years

when we had more than
230,” he said.
While available data

cannot be parsed to de-
tail when most criminal
activity occured, the
chief anecdotally saw a
trend.
“The whole year was a

whole lot slower, particu-
larly day shift,” he said.
All types of calls for

service were down 21
percent from the previ-
ous year.
The chief said schools

were out for lengthy peri-
ods of time, which meant
less traffic in town, and
that meant fewer traffic
issues.
Police did spend more

time in their cruisers
during 2020 and investi-

gated more felony cases. 
The chief said those

felony cases reflect some-
thing other than a trend.
Much of the increase can
be attributed to how data
are kept. One individual
with multiple felonies
can skew the figures,
says O’Neal, which is the
reason for an increase in
those types of cases. Mis-
demeanor arrests were
up, too, but likely for the
same reason.
From 2019 to 2020,

traffic citations were
down by 37 percent
across town and warning
tickets down 66 percent.
Alarm checks were

down quite a bit, too,
probably because folks
were home more during
the pandemic.
Ironically, domestics

were down in 2020 with
about 20 fewer than the
average over the past five
years in Marion. That de-
spite more families being
home and spending more
hours together. That, the
chief said, is nice to see.

MPD activity report
Data below provided by Marion Police Department compares
December 2019 to 2020 and reflects annual totals for past five years.

                                                         DEC.        DEC.              2016             2017           2018            2019            2020
CATEGORY                                     2019        2020           TOTAL         TOTAL        TOTAL         TOTAL         TOTAL
Miles driven/patrolled                                                            
Criminal investigations                                                        
Domestics                                                                              
Felony Arrests                                                                        
Misdemeanor arrests                                                            
Non-criminal arrests                                                              
DUI arrests                                                                             
Criminal summons served                                                    
Traffic citations                                                                       
Traffic warnings                                                                     
Other citations                                                                       
Parking tickets                                                                       
Traffic accidents                                                                     
Security checks/alarms                                                         
Calls for service                                                                     

3842
17
3
2
19
6
0
3
6
1
31
0
6
35
127

2,921
15
5
7
11
9
0
5
19
6
29
0
8
63
159

37,101
113
90
71
80
65
9
14
141
35
155
1
50
610
1,987

34,380
144
116
38
97
78
6
20
247
141
254
2
78
754
2,287

33,312
203
92
27
113
99
12
41
287
123
273
2
81
617
2,681

32,000
207
106
61
113
78
10
43
185
97
236
3
62
658
2,196

32,496
209
156
29
86
70
16
37
268
118
257
4
91
934
3,407

COVID blunts criminal activity in Marion

O’Neal

STAFF REPORT
A police pursuit that

started in Providence
Sunday night ended in
Marion near the court-
house square shortly
after 11 p.m., because
the suspect had a prefer-
ence on his looming in-
carceration.
Problem is, his lodging

arrangements didn’t end
up as he’d hoped.
James Allen II, 25, of

Providence was arrested
in Marion after fleeing a
traffic stop in Webster
County.
Three Providence po-

lice units and two Marion
police officers, Donald
Crawford and Eric Gray,
were involved in the ap-
prehension of Allen, who
local authorities say has
a criminal history in

Marion, too.
Two Providence police-

men initially stopped the
2002 Grand Prix that
Allen was driving on
Baptist Hill Road. The
driver sped off when they
exited their vehicles to
complete the traffic stop.
The pursuit left Provi-

dence and continued
into rural Webster
County through Clay
and along Ky. 139 and
Ky. 120 into Marion.
Marion officers were

able to block off his path
of travel on Court Street
behind the courthouse,
less than a block from
the county jail. Allen told
the policemen that he led
the pursuit into Critten-
den County because he
prefered to be jailed at
the Crittenden County

Detention Center as op-
posed to the Webster
County Jail.
The plan didn’t work,

however, as he was ar-
rested and taken back to
Webster County facing
multiple charges includ-
ing, third-offense DUI,
driving on a DUI sus-
pended license, wanton
endangerment, fleeing or
evading police, reassist-
ing arrest, possession of
marijuana, three counts
of disregarding a stop
sign and several other
misdemeanors and traf-
fic violations.
He is also facing

charges in Crittenden
County of failure to pro-
duce proof of insurance,
no or expired license
plate and driving on a
suspended license.

Police pursuit from Providence includes
5 officers and a suspect’s lodging hopes


